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„ 
PREFACE. 
| E teach our Families in the Common Ca- 

techiſm, „ 5 
I. That the Written Word of God is the only 
Rule to direct us how to olorify God. Q. 2. 
2. That Jeſus Chriſt Executeth the Office of a 
King towards Hu Church by Ruling it, as Q. 26. 
That is, Enatting, and Enforcing His own go 
Laws and Ordinances; not Shating that Authority 
with others. 
3. That we are to receive, obſerve, and keep 
pure and entire all His appointed Worſhip, and are 
not to worſhip Him any other Way. Q. 59, 51. 
' Theſe Points are aſſerted from plain Scriptures ; 
It ſeemed needful, therefore, in Explaining the Ca- 
techiſm, to illuſtrate theſe alſo in this obvious Way, 
for the Help of the Weak and Poor, that they may 
the more eaſily ſearch the Scriptures, whether our 
Practice be the Way of God, and may according- 
ly go on ſo to worſhip the God of their Fathers, 

Fo” chooſe another Way, if they ſee Cauſe : We find 

much Zeal now employ'd to promote all over the 

i World, another Mode, or Form of Worſhip and. 

| Diſcipline : And this particularly by divers Ex- 

poſitions of the Church-Catechiſm for Youth - 
1f they do well in that, it muſt be Matter of Con- 
| Pa with us alſo, to train up ours, to know, 
and keep the Way of the Lord, 4 we judge of it, 
and many Faithful Witneſſes of Chriſt have judged 
from the firſt Reformation to thu Day. Thus aid 

Abraham teach his Houſe, Gen: xviii. 19. And this 

is 4 Law of Wiſdom, Prov. xxii. 6. That at 

Years of Diſcretion our Poſterity may make a Ra- 

q ä tional 
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The PREF A CE. 


tional Choice, and proving, all Things, may hold 
faſt that which is gaod, 1, Theſ. v. 21. The Age 
is Slothſul and Credulous, and ſo declines apace to 
Implicit Faith, and Blind Obedience; walking by 
Cuſtom 'and*Traditions of Men: Few ſeem 10 be 


ſo bumbly inquiſitive about the Concerns of Keli- 


gion and Reformation, as the Late Generation was, 
when many did run to and fro, and Knowledge did 
encreaſe: But Proteſtants ſhou'd not offer the Blind 
for Sacrifice to their Great God and King, nor be 
carry'd away like the Ignorant Gentiles, even as 
they were led, 1 Cor. xii. 2. 1 Pet. i. 18. Plain 
Inſtruction is the beſt we can do to keep them in 


the Good Old Way: And having God's Oracles 


— OE 


yet in our Hands, it will be ſinful Negligence, if © 


we do not thereby ſeek the Way of Truth, and then 
fhew it to ours. And we muſt not fail herein, tho” the 
Way we go in be narrow, or deſpiſed, or be every 
where ſpoken againſt : For ſo was Chriſt Way, 
Acts xxviii. 22. That ſhou'd not move us, while we 
are perſwaded from the Word, that ' is the Way 
of God's Teſtimanics: For we cannot then ſorſake 
it, but at the Peril of pleaſing Men more than God. 


Search, Reader, and ſee, and judge for thy ſelf, 


leaving Others to the Lord's Perſwaſiuns. 


0 


— — — . » 


3 Church, is our Lord and Law-Giver: To Him we muſt 
be ſubjc& or obedient; but have no Warrant to worſhi 


Holder give Orders to his Family, or the King to his 


A 


Familiar Enquiry. 
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I. Of the Rule of GOD's Worſhip. 


Q. WII muſt God's People ſolemnly worſhip Him? AQts ii. 46. 


A. In Holy Aſſemblies, which may be held John iv. 23. 
in any Decent or Convenient Place; for now all Places 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
are Equally Holy. | | 
Q, 2. IVhat Worſhip muſt be cffer'd to God therein ? Deut. v. 32. 
A. Only ſuch as God appointed in His Word: He ac- Jer. xix. 5. 
ce pts none but what Himlelt preſcribes. | Mat. xv. 9. 
Q. 3. Doth He bind us from obſerving the Cuſtoms and Com- 
mands of Men in Hu Worſhip ? | | "T6 lt. 
A. He doth ſo. And it's but Reaſon that the Houſe- „ x 
Epheſ. v. 23. 


Court and Servants, Jeſus Chriſt the only Head of His iat. r 


Him by a Rule of Man's Device. . * tt 
Q. 4. What Harm or Danger can be in that ? | 333 344 35s 
A. We ſeem thereby to charge God fooliſhly, that in 

giving Laws to His Worſhippers, He omitted what was 

needtul to good Order; And exalt the Wiſdom of vain | 

Man to the Place and Authority of God's: And ſo by de- Exod. xx. 5, 

parting from the Purity of God's Inſtitutions we provoke 1 Tim. vi. 14, 

Him to ſcalouſie: Wherefore, as the Fews were to keep Rev, ii. 25. 

ſtrictly to the Laws of Myjes in the Tabernacle, io ſhould ——xxii. 18, 

we cleave cloſe to our Lord's perfect Directions alone, 19. 

Q. 5. How can that be, when our Szviour commanded His 
Diſciples to obſerve, and do, all that the Scribes ſitting in Mat. xxiii. 


Moſes' Chair bid them obſerve, and do? 


A. Very true, provided that the Commands be war- 9 9 
rantable. But when theſe Scribes rejected Chriſt, in Spite 
of all Evidence of His Doctrine and Miracles, and caſt 
out of the Church all that confeſs'd Him, ſure it was ne- 
ver our Saviour's Mind to bid the People renounce Him 


too; nor to obſcrve the Traditions of the Elders, which Mat. xvi. 6. 


thole Doctors requir'd: He calPd them blind Guides, and —— xyii. 5. 
warned all to beware of their Doctrine: And the Voice 
from Heaven requir'd all to hear the Son of God, tho' He 
was diſallow' by the Chief P rie ſts. No Man can e 
: Ee | [nat 
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Mat. xxiii. 
13, 16, 17. 
— » Ye 13. 


Deut. xxxili. 
5 


1 Kings xil. 
25, 32. 
Mic. vi. 1 6. 
1 Cor. Vile 23. 
Gal. v. 1. 
Col. ii. 20, 23. 
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that our Saviour would have the People truſt their pre- 
cious Souls to ſuch Men as their Paſtors, whom He calls, 

ools, Serpents, Hypocrites, and Vipers; and declares, tbat 
His Father will root them out. Wherefore, we mutt an un- 
derſtand our Lord Jeſus, either 1. That the Sribes were 
the ordinary Interpreters of Moſes's Law; and whatever 
they taught agreeable thereto, the People muſt practiſe 
it, tho' thoſe Teachers did only ſay, and not do. Or, 2. 
As Moſes was Law-Giver and Judge in Iſrael, their fitting 
in by Chair, means, that theſe being in Civil Authority, 
and ſitting as vn the Throne of David (for the Scepter 
was not yet quite departed from that Nation )the People 
muſt own, and honour them in that Authority: And ſo we 
all ſubmit to Lawful Governours, tho' they may be bad 
Men, as thoſe were; but this no way argues, that theſe, or 


other Men may command what they lift in God's Worſhip. 


Q. 6. Do not all Proteftants agree, that God's revealed 
Will i the only Rule of Religion? 

A. They all profeſs ſo, but in Practiſe it uſually falls 
out, that any prevailing Party in a Church, or Nation, 
grow fond of their own Peculiarities, as the Fews and 
Papifts were, and are zealous of the Traditions of the 
Elders; Then they love to impoſe them on others: To 
which the Worldly Profeſſors will ever comply; but 
others think they are bound in Conſcience to reſiſt ſuch 


Uſurpations, and ftand faſt in the Chriſtian Liberty: 


And ſo the Diffention begins, 

Q. 7. Is this the Caſe among Engliſh Proteſtants ? 

A. It feenis fo ; For the greater Part having Power in 
their Hands, have enjoined ſome Modes of Worſhip, and 


made them Terms of Church-Communion, which others 


fiad no Warrant for in Scripture z and ſo to avoid Sin, 
are forc'd to ſhun that Communion, or become Diſſenters : 
For which a Violent Party call them Purztans, Fanaticks, 
Rebels, or what they lift. We and our Fathers have long 
complain'd of theſe Impoſitions, and pleaded the Neceſ- 
fity of perfecting the Zngliſh Reformation, as Light in- 


cCreas'd, and Times wou'd bear: In fourſcore Years no 


Step was taken forward therein: Nay, too many of the 
Ceremonial way, ſtrongly inclin'd, before the Civil War, 
to go backward to Popery. About the Year 1642, a Grave 
Aſſembly of Learned and Pious Church-Men, ( mbft 
Part) agreed to lay aſide thoſe Remains of MensDevices; 
In 1552, that was all unravell'd, and the Unſcriptural 
Forms re-eftabliſhedz; which many Eminent Paſtors not 
daring to ſubmit to, they were caft out from the Publick 
Miniſtry: Many Godly People adhered to them and 
their Miniſtry, and theſe are the Difſenters, 


II. of | 
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II. Of Prayer, and Forms of Prayer. 5 


N Q: 8. HAT is the Miniſter's Ordinary Work ? 
5 WII diſpenſe all Chriſt's Ordinances accord - Acts vi. 4. 
| ing to His Directions: Efpecially the Word, and Prayer. 1 Pet. v. 2. 
Q. 9. Sbould Miniſters be ty d to perform Pablick Prayer 
by certain Forms preſcribed by Men ? 
A. The Word of God no where ſaith ſo; If there be 
any good Ule of ſuch Forms or Liturgies, and aoy Chri- 
ſtlans do need them, that's no Warrant to impoſe them 1 Cor. xiv. 
on all Churches, and all Minifters, for conſtant Uſe : 14. 
Which excludes Miniſters the Ufe of their Abilities to f Pet. iv. 11. 
ſuch Ends for which Chriſt gave Spiritual Gifts. E ph. iv. 7. 
| Q: 10. How then ſhould Publick Prayers be perform'd ? 
4. Even as the Men of God ever pray'd: We read 
: How Moſes, Samuel, David, Solomon, Iſaiah, Feremiab, Heze- 
i kiab, Daniel, Ezra, Nebemiab pray'd in free Words, ſuiting 
their ſeveral Occaſions, even as Abrabam and Jacob did, Gen. iv. 26. 
before there were any Forms, or Books of any Sort in the - xxvi. 7, 17. 
World; they were never ftinted to other Mens Words, —xxXxii. 11. 
that might be very unfit to expreſs the Senſe of their Acts iv. 24. 
* Hearts: The Maſters of Aſſemblies did uſe a Comely — ii. 4. 
Freedom in repreſenting all their Caſes and Concerns to Rev. vi. 10. 
God: And ſo did our 2 * een | 
. 11. But did not John Baptift teach bis Diſciples to pray? Luke xi. 1. 
| 2 Yes: And ſo 10 we all: He Head 4b them ar” * 
| to pray for, ſuitahly to their Day. *Tis only a Fewiſh 
Tradition, that he taught them any Form of Prayer. 
Q. 12. However did not our Saviour preſcribe a Set-Form to Mat, vi. g. 
His Diſciples, aud Himſelf often pray in the ſame Wards? A.xxyi, 44. 
A4. i. If He did repeat the ſame Words in Prayer, it | 
was in His Liberty ſo to do; and ſo do we, perhaps, an 
Hundred Times uſe any Words of Chriſt, or of David, 
or any former Saints, in Caſes to which thoſe Words 
| may be ſuitable. | | 
' 2, It's not true, that in Mat. 26, Chriſt uſed exactly 
the ſame Words, but in the ſame Caſe He urg'd the ſame. 
Petition in Words to the ſame Effect, as we may. | 
3. As to the Lord's-Prayer itſelf, the Two Evyange- 
: lifts recite the fourth and fifth Petitions in different 
Words, and One of them omits the whole Concluſion: 
And it ſeems the Diſciples never underſtood Chriſt to 
command them to ſay thoſe Words: For we no where find, 
that any One of them recited the ſame Words, or counted 
them more Sacred than other Words, or more effectual, 
23 ignorant People dream. | 
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4. Yet many Diſſenters chooſe to end Their Prayers 
1 with thoſe Summary Words: And none of us preſume to 
judge their Liberty therein: But we wou'd all readily do 

the ſame, if it appear'd to us that our Lord ſo intended, 

and ſubmit to all that His Wiſdom preſcribes, + * 


5- But Chriſt our Lord never gave Order ty Men 


— 


—_ 


to Make and Impoſe their Forms; nor promiſed, His 
Help in that Work. It's too pla in in many Ancient and 
Modern Liturgies; that every Domineering Party have. 


ſtuff'd them with their own darling Notions and Fancies. 

6. There wou'd be no Colour for theſe Grievous 

Reftraints and Impoſitions, if due Care was taken by all 

the Churches to provide Able and Faithful Minifters ; 

Such Paſtors might as well be truſted to ſpeak. their own 

Words in Prayer, as in Sermons; a Freedom in either 

may be abuſed, if God leaves Men to their own. Folly and 
Corruptions; and ſo there may be Diſorder and much 

Mat. vi. 7. Vanity, and Harm to Religion in preſcrib'd Forms. No 


Zech. xii. 10. Man can in this World avoid all Imperfections, or pre- 


Mal. i. 11. vent all Inconvencies: Let us keep as near as we can to 
1 Cor. i, 4. 5. God's Way and Direction; ſo we ſhall be able to offer 
Him what He will not deſpiſe, and to bear Mens Re- 


proach. 
Q. 13. What is Praying in, or by the Spirit? 
A. . We never thereby meant, or pretended, (as ſome 
do falſly impute to us) to be Inſpir'd as the Apoftles 
were, or, that the Holy Ghoſt immediately ſuggeſts to 


us the Words that we utter in free Prayer: All that we | 


Rom. viii.26. pretend to, is the Spirit's ordinary Aſſiſtance, to offer up 


Jude 25. to God our juſt Deiires in a Spiritual or Gracious Man- 
ner, from a deep Senſe of our Sin and Miſery, and of | 


His Rich Mercy in Chriſt, be it in Words free or pre- 
ſcribed : For in Publick Prayer there muſt be Words, 


| and the Spirit who gives the Grace to pray, grants alſo j 
John iv. 23. the Gift of neceſſary Utterance 3; All our Worſhip ſhou'd # 
be in Spirit, and His Aid is ſuch as confiſts with humane 


Imperfections; elſe there is no ſuch Thing as a Spiritual 
Duty now pertorm'd in the World. It is, therefore, an ig- 


norant Slander on our Way, to lay, that we pretend to | 


more Infallibility than themſelves, who pray God to cleauſe 
their Hearis by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, Lea ve a 
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Spiritual Man to his Freedom, and by a right Uſe of his 
Rational Faculty apt Words ſhall be apply'd, to ſpeak all 
his Heart to God: And it's no great Matter whether his 
Words be ſuch as he had uſed before, or not, ſo he be not 
- ftinted thereto, For that Reftraint ſeems to quench the 
Operation of the Spirit, and ſa Prayer ſcarce becomes | 


Reaſonable Service, or degenerates to dead Formality ; A 


Man's Un lerſtan ling and Spiritual Feeling can beſt tell | 


him 


oF 


A Familiar Enquiry. 9 
Him what to beg of God : And the promiſed Anointing { ap li. 27, 
Sives a Meaſure of ſuch Underſtanding to all the Faith- 28, 
ful, even to the Jittle ones: He makes the Heart of the Iſa. xxxii. 4. 
Raſh to underſtand Knowledge, and the Tongue of the Stam- Acts iv. 24. 
merer to ſpeak plainly, from the Abundance of an Heart 
warmed by His Gracious Inſpiration. ; 
Q. 14. Is not this Way of Praying in free Words, a New, 
or Late Device to vent Error and Sedition ? 
„ A. Men that walk in Slanders ſay ſo, who ſeem to be | 
| Strangers to the Gift and Grace of Prayer, and to the Eph. iv. 4, 6, 
Unity of the Spirit in the Church of Chriſt. It's an Old Rom. iii. $, 
Practice, to reproach what they do not underfland. But 
to pray without a Book, or Form, cannot be lo new as 
Praying by a Book, ſceing Men did pray, above Two 
Thouſand Years before there was a Book in the World; 
And if it be ſo, that any do vent their Errors and Paſſions 
In free Prayer, we are ſure, that the moſt Violent Stick- 
lers for Impoſing of Forms, have ſpread the moſt Grofs 
Corruptions thereby: Witneſs the Mzſs-Book, fo full or 
Abominable Impieties. 
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„ , | TY 
C BAPTISM, by the preſcribed Form. 
Q.15. o ſhould the Chriſtian Sacraments be adminiftred ? 
H A. As near as we can to Divine Rule, and 
without any unſcriptural Mixtures, 5 
Q. 16. When, and where ſhou'd Baptiſm be adminiſter d? 
A. When, and where the Word is preached, and other Mat. TEvili, 
Ordinances are uſually adminiftred, John baptized where , ,, 
he preached: So did Philip, As 8. 36. So did Paul in the Luke iii. 3. & 
Jaylor's Houſe; as himſelf had been privately baptized, Acts xvi. 32. 
where no Publick Worthip could then be; but when the - xxii. 12516, 
Preaching was publick, ſo was Baptizing: Even Garilt ii. 41. 
our Lord when He would be baptiz'd, ſent not for Fo? Mat. ili. 132 
to come to Him, but went where John was in his Public | 
Miniſtry; and tho' ſome Reaſons may oblige in Times 
of Liberty, to baptize ſome in private Houles, it is not 
ſo convesient, or edifying, or ſafe. Baptiſm is a Solemn 
Seal of God's Covenant, and a Token of His admitting 
us into His Viſible Church; therefore is proper to be in 
the Church-Afſembly, even for the greater Comfort, and 
Profits of the Parties baptiz'd by the Joint-Pray er of che 
Church. But in private Corners, fond Men may bring in 
ſuperſtitious Novelties undiſcern'd,and weak People will be 
led into a Popiſb Conceit of the Abſolute Need of Baptiſm 
to Salva tion; ſuch Occaſioas we ſhou'd avoid: And 
whereas ſome Infants who have Right to be n are 
5 | | orn 
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A Familiar Enquiry, 


Rom. xiv. 


born Two, or more Miles from the Church, and in ſharp 
Seaſons, cannot ſately be brought to the Aſſembly z if 
Parents are duly inſtructed, that Salvation is not ty'd to 
Baptiſm, they would dutifully wait *till a milder Seaſon 3 
as we know they do in well-order'd Proteſtant Churches. 


The Engliſb Liturgy agrees well to this, if they that own. 


it, will keep to it's Rule herein: But as to that preſcrib'd 
Form of Baptiſm, we object, 8 
1. That the ſtinted Form leaves no Place for the Mi- 


niſter to edifice the People, by adapting his Diſcourſe as 


Necd may require. | 

2, That no Publick Baptiſm is allow'd without God- 
Fathers or God-Mothers ſet in the Place of Parents, who 
are the proper Perfons to take hold on God's Covenant 
for their Seed or Houſholds, and to engage then, and there, 
before God ani! His People, for their Pious Education, 

3. That it is in that Form affit med, that it is certain 
by the Word of God, that Children baptiz'd, and dying 
before they commit Attral Sin, are undoubtedly ſav'd. 
This is not evident to us by the Word of God. Fan 

4. That all who a g haptizcd, muſt be ſign'd with the 
Airy Sign of the Croſs, for a My ftical Signification { as 
expre{:'d in the Book) which is no where warranted in 
Scripture, and doth dangerouſly countenance the Super- 
ſtitious Papi/ts, in their Uſe of Croſſes, Crucifxes, and num- 
berleſs Croſſings of themſelves. We think there is mani- 
fold Cauſe to retuſe this Airy Croſs, tho' ſome ſay, What 
Harm can there be in it ? Nay, but rather ſay, What 
Good can it do? Is it no Harm to bring in the Traditions 
of Men? We cannot uſe it in Faith, for Want of a Divine 


2 Sam. vii. 7. Warrant, ſo that to uſe it is Sin; nor will God bleſs Mens 


. 


Jer. vii. 31. Devices in His Worſhip: Of all which it's enough for us 


V. 22, 23. to ſay, as God ſays, They never came into My Mind. 
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Of the Lok D's-Su ER. 


Q. 17. WW HAT do you blame in the preſcribed Way of 
Adminiſtring the Lord's-Suppcr *Y 5 
A. That alſo agrees not with Scriptute- Rule. For 
1. By that Rule, ali Perions Con fit m'd by the Biſhop, 

ſbou'd preſently come to the Lord's-Table, whereas many 

of them want neceſſary Qualifications, and cannot yet 
examine themſelves, nor diſcern the Lord's Body. 

2. But it is much worle, if any Perſons notoriouſly un- 
godly are compe d to come, to be thereby qualify'd for 
ſome Worldly Buline's, or Office: It's a Snare to the 
Wicked to deyour that which is Holy: Unworthy Re- 

1 ; ceivers 


< 14a eos. .- Nn 
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or Irrgyerence in ſitting now before the i.0.4 in this Act, 
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A Familiar Enquiry. IT 
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Ceivers are thereby like to be hardned in their State, as 
if it was good, ſeeing they are herein equal'd to the beft, 
3- It hath an Appearance of Evil, that all Communi- 


Cants are requir'd in receiving the Conſecrated Bread and 


ine, to kneel at the Table betore the ſame, as the Papiſts 
do before their Idol. By this we give Scandal to the Ido- 
laters, and by calling the Table an Altar, as they do, who 
pretend to offer a Sacrifice on it tor the Living and the 


| Dead. | 


Q. 18. But, Is not Keeling an bumble, reverent Poſture 
fit for worſhipping God © Why then ſnould we not receive the 
Sucrament kneeling ? | | 5 
A. 1. Our Saviour did not by His Word or Example, Mat. xxxi. 
preſcribe, or commend that Kneeling z but uſed the cuſ- 20, 26. 
tomary Table-Gefture, as moſt ſuitable to a Feaft of Luk. xiil. 29. 
Friends, and that the nearc | to the heavenly Banquet; — XIV. 8, 10. 
wherein all ate ſaid to fit down z ſo that this Kneeling is — XXII. 30. 
contrary to Chriſt's Pattern, which is our Rule, 
2. It ſeems as contrary to the Nature and End of the 
Ordinarce, which is to commemorate our Saviour's Death 
in a feſtival Manner, as the Jews fea ſted on their piopitia- 4 
tory Sacriſices. To receive, cat Bread and drink Wine, is 2 Sam. vii. 18. 
not properly an Act of Adoration, and why chen ſhou d 
it be in a Geſture of Adoration; Our Lord was then John xiii, 23, 
giving Teſtimony of His condeſcending Love in that moſt 25. N 


familiar Way. 1 


3. We grant that all holy Reverence is requir'd, but 
if that be a Reaſon for Kneeling, we ſhou'd as rationally 
kneel in Singing, and in Hearing God's Word too. 

4. Fooliſh Superſtition brought in this unſcriptural 
Prattice, as other voluntary Humility, Col. 2 and it ſhort- 
ly grew into groſs Idolatry, which we ſhou'd no way coun- 
tenance, by {ſymbolizing with jt. This Kneeling is certain— 
ly ia Reſpett to the Elements preſent; for it wou'd not 
elſe be done But that Reſpect is not due to the Ele- 
ments, nor was any ſuch Reſpect ever paid under the 
Law, toany of the Inftruments which God honour'd with 


His Vinble Glory. Now, ſince this Kneeling was intro- 


duc'd by a Superſtition, which ſoon brought forth the 
groſſeſt of all PopiſhI tolatiizs, v iz. The Sacrifice of the Maſy, 
it's very ſtrange, that Proteſtauts Will ſtill retain, and im- 
pole it. . 

5. Admitting that any who are ſo perſwadled, may in 
ſome Circumſtances kneel at the Lord's Table, why 


ſhou'd it be requir'd of them who judge, or fear it to be 


Sin? That's cov bold Invaſion on the Liberty of Chri- 
ſtians: The Apoſtle, even in lawful Things, wou'd not 
ve brought under the Power of any. We ſee no Indecency, 
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Mat. xxvi. 
28. 

Acts ii. 41. 

1 Cor. xi. 20. 
tO 33. | 
x Cor. x. 16, 
17. 


tho' in all Acts of Worſhip we are for all the bodily Re- 
verence that's ſuitable thereto; and defire this may not 


be enforc'd without Evidence of the Mind of Chrift. It 
was good Advice of K. Ch. 1. to his Son, after a Time of 
Rigid Impoſitions, Take Heed that Outward Circumſtances, 
and Formalities of Religion devour not all, ar the beſt Eneou- 
ragements of Learning, Induſtry and Piety. 

Q. 19. Well, but you do not call ibis Kneeling Idolatry, 
and ſo may bear with Others in it ? 


A. We do ſo; but we warn them to take heed, for Pa- 


piſts charge them with Idolatry, for hewing down to wor- 


ſhip be fore a meer Creature; and we are affraid they bore 


der upon that Sin, tho? they intend it not. 
Q. 20. How oft is the Lord's-Supper te be adminiſired ? 
A. Very frequently it was at firſt, As ii, 46. — xx, 7. 
At leaſt every Lord's-Day. 


Q. 21. What ſay you of private Communion of the Sick at = 


home, ſometimes with the Miniſter alone ? May it not be granted 
to juch in that Neceſſity, to quicken their Faith and Love ? 

A. This Cuſtom is unſcriptural, and ſo is unwarranted. 
The Lord's-Supper is a Solemn Church-Ordinance appoint- 
ed by Chriſt tor His Family to feaſt together upon Him 
Crucify'd; and we never find it uſed but in the Church 
nor can the private Adminiſtrations anſwer the Ends 
thereof; nor indeed are they ſafe : For this was one of 
the early Deviations from Rule, and let in the groſs Ido- 


latry of Private Maſſes; wherefore the Reform'd Churches 


moſtly rejected that Practice, and ſo ſhould we. When 
this Ordinance was corrupted at Corinth, St, Paul in his 
Regulation preſcribes, that it be obſerv'd when the Church 
is met zogether in one Place: For the Myſtery of it is to re- 
preſent, and preſerve the II nion of the Chriftian Body to 
Chrift their Hcac, and the Communion of all the Mem- 
bers with Him, and with each other. So that the more 
Solemn and Publick it be, ſtill *cis the better; nor can 
the very Name well agree to any private Adminiſtra- 
tion, 1 Cor. X--I16, 17. 8 

Obj. But the Sick do moſt need the Benefit of it. 

A. The Benefits which they need are not ty'd to this 


- Ordinance : Many ſick Chriſtians experience all fit Sup- 


plies of Grace without it, keeping to that holy Rule in 
James v. 14, 15. When God's Providence takes away the 
Qpportunity, He diſcharges from the Duty : But if we 
trom ſuch providential Occaſion do depart from the 
written Rulez it's a Will-Worſkip, and ſo for want of a 
Warrant, we cannot do it in Faith, and are like to mils 


" * 


the good Fruits which we diſorderly ſeek. The Graces of | 


th. Sick wou'd be beſt exercs'id, and aſſiſted by ſuch Means, 


a+ can then be properly afforded, and by a (crious recols 
Wo ore | ; lecting 


1 


— 4 Familiar Enquiry. 


lecting of their former Enjoy ments in God's Ordinances, 
Judicious Chriſtians know this, and are ſatisfy'd, and 
others ſhould he better inform'd, rather than indulg'd in 
a weak Superſtition. Wherefore, as God in His Word has 

left us no Rule, nor Example of private Communion ; and 
two or three Perſons in a ſick Chamber do very ill repre» 
- ſent a Catholick Feaſt ; let us keep to the Inftitution, and 

ſo preſerve the Dignity and Reverence due to this Sacra- 
ment in Solemn Aſſemblies; wherein we moſt honour our 
Redeemer, and teftify and confirm our Love to all the 
Saints. It's better thus to walk with the beſt Reformed 
Churches, and the beſt Inſtructed Chriftians, than tread 
in the Steps of the Ignorant, and Superititious, who were 
ſtill the moſt fond of private Sacraments. 


| Of Idolatry, Superſtition “ Will- Worſhip, 


[Q. 22. E are much warned againſt Idolatry; Tell me, 
3 ; therefore, What i Idolatry? 
A. Idolatry is of two Sorts. 
: 1, To worſhip any Creature ſeen, or unſeen, as if it 
was God; this is forbid in the Firſt Commandment. 
2. To worſhip the True God by Idols or Images; which 

is condemn'd in the Second Commandment, And under that 
chief Sin, it alſo forbids us to worſhip God by any other | 
k Ways than His Word allows or appoints: The Jealous God Exod. xx. 
dath there ſeverely threaten all Corruptions of His Pure 
| Worſhip, or doing Service to Idols; not only bowing down 
to worſhip them, but any Way contributing to preſerve, 
| and maintain their Worſhip, or Worſhippers, or doing 
any Thing in Honour to them. 
| Q. 23. What is Superftition ? 

A. It is ſomething leſs than groſs 14olatry, and ſeems to 
conſift in over-rating Things which Men tarcy in God's 
Worſhip, ſuppoſing thereby to add ſomeDecency to God's Col. ii. 1% 
plain Inſtitutions, or to help and further their Devotion, 21, 23. 
Hence certain Days, and Actions, and Garments are cal- 
led and counted boh, which God never made holy: This 

Oikciouſneſs alſo is a vain Preſumption. 

O. 2 4. What is it you call Will-Worſhip ? 

A. Such Religious Worſhip as Men perform of their 
* own meer Will, being not requir*a by God: Either makin 
it a Matter of Conſcience to obſerve what God never 2 Chr.xxvill. 
+ commanded, or to abftain from what they might freely 3, 4. 
And lawfully do: God accepts no more Worſhip of us than Mar. xv. 9, 
Fe has preſcribed, nor wills that we ſhou'd count that to 10, 20. 

be Sin, Which by any Law of His is not diſapproved; tho? 

; | it 


Eck. xlin. 
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Q. 25. Why mujt we jo carefully ſhun Will-Worſhip? _ 
A. Becauſe tho* Men affect their own little Devices, 


Exod. xx. 5. 


Ila. XXX. I. that th y bate Him, and provoke Him to a Je alouſie, like that 
Hol. ii. 2. | 


of an Husband againft his unchaſte Wife, tho' ſhe proteſts 

2 Cor. x. 15. that ſh- loves him alone, and above all. Men weakly con- 
| ceit, thr they pleaſe God, when they only pleaſe their 
ow! vm Minds: But the crucft Honour to him is in doing 


what He ſays, Ad our Liberty is in being ſtrictly obedient. 


Q. 2%. May not the Elders, or Men in Authority in Church 


ro State, enjoyn the Uſe of certain Kites which God bath not 
orbid ? 


Deut. iv. 2, A. God hath in general forbid all humane Additions 


1 to His Or linanczs; not naming all Particulars, for that 
Jer. vii. 31. were impoſfibla; aur we muſt apply general Kules to par- 


ticular Calcs: Gon vas not forbi m- in His Worſhip to 

ſtand on one Foot, o: to wink one Eye: And ſhall Men 

then command it? God had not forbid to carry the Ark 
„ona New Cart, yet King David and his People greatly 
7. ſinned in { carrying it: And it was virtually forbid in 
Numb. 1v.15» 


2 Sam. vi. 


preſcribing another Carriage of it. And when David, tho“ 


„ both a Prophet and King, thought to build a ſuitable 
2 Sam. vii. 2, Temple for that Ark, and another Prophet approved his 


5 Purpoic, and God Himſelf had faid, that ſometime He 


Deut. xii. 11. wow'd have ſuch an Houſe built for His Name, yet ieeing 
2 Sam. vii. 5, He had not yer ſaid who ſhould do it, or when, He forbid 
6, 7. that officious, well-meant Purpoſe : Perhaps, to teach us 

| that the beſt Men, Magiſtrates, or Minifters, with the 
moſt upright Intents, may make no Alceration in God's 
Worſhip without His own Warrant. The great Apoftacy 
of the lattec Yimes conſiſted principally in a gradual De- 
parc ure from Primitive Inſtitutions, and bringing in falſe 
Worſhip; and it's no Excuſ-, chat this is done for greater 
Decency, or Edifi-ation : God beſt knew what conduceth 
11. to thoſe Ends; fo we, inſtead of New Inventions, ſhou'd 


Acts xv. 28. more ſtudy the Word. No Church has Authority to com- | 


mand needleſs Things at Diſcretion; For, even the A- 
1 Cor. xi. 2. poſtles deliver'd no more than they receiv'd of the Lord; in 
Mat, xxiii. Matters of Worſhip, there is no Need of more one is our 
_—_ Maſter , even Chriſt, and Him we muſt hear in all Things. 
Acts iii. 25 Q. 27. But there is Beauty in Order, and are we not bid to 
1 Cor. xiv. do all Things in the Church decently, and in Order? 
40» : A. Yes, yes. And we da fo, while we tranſgreſs no na- 
turalTulzs of D2c2ncy in plain Worſhip z let God beſudge 
| of Deceacy and Ocder, and we ſubmit to His Wiſdom and 
Mat. Xii. Authority. Obedience is better than Sacrifice, and bodily 


20. Exerciſes which Men may command, profit not. 
IIm. iv. 5,7, 8 2228. 


it may be ſo by ſome Tradition or Ordinance of Men. 


and imagine, that thereby they do greater Honour and 
Reverence to God, yet God ſays of corrupt Worſhippers, | 


1 A Familiar Enquiry. 
Q. 28. Why ſo ſcrupulous about Indifferent Rztes and Ce- 
re monies which God forbids not ? 

A. 1. We think they are forbid as aforeſaid, and that pal. cvi. 
Mens Devices mingled in God's Worſhip doth defile it; Num. xv. 39. 
18 under Pretence of adorning it. Herein the over - wiſe Peut. xi. 32. 


| Gentiles corrupted themſelves, counting Images great 2 Chro. xi 


40. 


17 


Helps to Devotion, which really are not ſo : Others think 2. 
| they do their Worſhip better before Jmages, Croſſes, and 
the like, but God ſays of all ſuch, They are brutiſh, mad, Exod. xxxii: 
and'vain, There is no Vertue' or Efficacy in any Devices 55 | 
of Men, to convey any Good to ſuch Worſhippers, be- Jer. x. 8, 14. 
| cauſe no Promiſe. of Bleſhng thereon fo that at beft, __ 1, 38, 
they are impertinent. | 
2. Tho' Impoſers call them harmleſs, and indifferent, 

we find not that God ſo accounts their Ceremonies; and 
therefore, to preſerve Religion undefil'd, and our Con- 
* ſciences tender, we muſt keep within our Bounds, and Deut. xxxii. 
i ftop the Beginning of this Evil. 46 
+ 3. By our ſuhmitting to Ordinances of Men in Reli- 
gion, we tacitly give them a Share in the peculiar Ho- 
nour of our Lord and Law-Giver z and muſt we ſo ſtoop Ezek. xIIil. S. 
to their Arbitrary Wills? 
4. If theſe Rites be indifferent, why do not Men leave 
them ſo? and not bind them on us as Necefſary Terms Ads xy. 24, 
of Communion. Whatever God has made neceſſary for 28. 
us to obferve, no Power can make indifferent; and ſo 
What God has left indifferent, and did not ſee fit to com- 

mand, no Man may oblige us to do, lording it over God's 
Heritage. Or, it any do ſo, and we comply thereto, that's 
a a dangerous Indifferenq, or Lukewarmneſs in the Cauſe 
of God, whoſe Teſtimonies we ſhou'd carefully keep, and Gal. ji. xr. 
and with holy Zeal maintain our Chriſtian Liberty from ; 
ſuch Yokes impoſed. Moderation of Temper becomes us 
all, but that conſiſts not ina careleſs Neutrality in the 
Cauſe of God. | | 
Q. 29. But the New Teſtament Worſhip in plain, homely, 
and naked without ſome Ornaments added, and therefore, it 

* ſeems beſt to do ſo, to recommend it. | | 
A It is no more plain than our Lord thought fit it 

ſhou'd be, freed of Ancient Fewiſh Ceremonies; yet, it 

we muſt have ſome Ornaments, it's better to re-aſſume 
2 thoſe, than open a Door to the endleſs Vanity of Men; 
the Spiritual Glory of the Goſpel-Ordinances and Mini- 
2 niſtry, is far preferable to all outward Pomp and Orna- 

ments, which God in the New Teſtament calls worldly, , Cor. iii. 

and beggarly Elements. If ſo, how can Ceremonies o 5 


f 
* 0 10. : 
Mens Inventions be any better? Heb. ix. 1. 
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Of Holy Veſtments, aud Times. . | 


Q. 30. 1 it not fit that Miniſters be oblig'd to officiate in 4 
White Surplice of Myſtical Signification, and ſtill 

to wear ſome peculiar Habit ? | | | 
A, From the Beginning of Chriſtianity it was not ſo, 

| our Lord Jeſus cloa thed His Apoſtles with another Spirit; 
but Peter might ſtill preach and pray in his Fiſher's Coat. 

When God preſcribed holy Garments, Fringes, and Rib- 

bons, His People obedientiy us'd them, as allo holy Oint- 

ments, Perfumes, and Bells; but the Goſpel ſupercedes 

all thoſe Shadows of good Things to come, nor warrants 

any to impoſe Symbolical Garments, which Men devigd | 

in latter Ages, and are retained in Compliance to Popifh 

Superſtition. The beſt Reform'd Churches abroad impoſe | 

no ſuch Habits, and they were always an Offence to the 

moſt ſerious of our own. | | 1 

Q. 31. What Times are Chriſtians to keep boly ? 3 

| A. All ſuch Times as God appoints in His Word, and 

Acts xx. 7. namely, every Firſt, or Lord's Day; there is as good Rea- 
ſon, and as much Need of a Chriſtian Sabbath, as of the 

x Cor. xvi. 2. Fewiſh, to attain the great Ends of both. 5 
5 Q. 32. Are not other holy Days a Pious, aud Uſeful Inſtitu- } 

Mat. iv. 2. ien, as tbe holy Faſt of Lent which Chriſt obſerved ? a 
A. If you can faſt as Chriſt did, do ſo; and do other den | 


| 
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racles too, if you can; but it's great Preſumption in Men 
to pretend to imitate Chrift in His Fafting : Every Day 
is a Time of Penitence to us, and on Solemn Occaſions, | 
Private and Publick Faſts ſhould be kept, but it's fooliſh 
to pretend Chriſt's Example, to abſtain forty Days in a 
Year from Fleſh only, for he once faſted ſo long from all 
| Food; and we never find, that He ſo faſted another Lear, 
nor that His Diſciples ever pretended to imitate Him 
therein, and why ſhou'd we? it can be no better — 
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q Of Antiquity, and Schiſm. 

| 2 HEN we read of ſome Rites obſerv'd in the : 
f | Ancient G burches, tbo' not mention'd in Scrip- 
| ture, ſhou'd not we obſerve the ſame, in Honour to Venerable | 


Antiquity ? | N | 
A. 1. Such Antiguity, if it were genuine, cou'd be no 
Rule, or Warrant for us; Holy Scripture is our perfect 
and only Rule, by adhering to which, we obviate the 
| | ES Beginniogs 
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Beginnings of Evil; Chriſtian Traditions of Elders can be 
no better Authority than the Jewiſo, which our Saviour 
fo ſharply re proved. 2 
2. All that pretended Antiquity is but Ol Innovation, 
or Deviation; Scripture itſelf tells us how the Myſtery of 
Iniquity began to work, cy'n in the Apoſtles Days, wherein R 
were many Amichriſis, And we muſt take Heed of all ſe- 1 Tim. iv. 7, 
ducing Spirits; it is true, that in early Ages ſome became 1 John ii. 18. 
fond of Novelties, which others now reverence as Ancient = ——1IV. I. 
V/ages, but from the Beginning it was not 10. 
' 3» Generally ſuch unicripcural Rites, can he traced to 
a much later Original than is pretendedz as Learned Men 
have ſnewn. X 
4. The ficſt Fruits of urging theſe Obſcrvances, as of 
Lent, Eaſter, Croſſes, &c. were Contentions, Perſecutions, 
and Schiſms, from which Chriftians ſhould have learnt to 
be zealous, and tender of Primicive Purity, and Goſpel-_ 
Simplicity,  * | | 
Q: 34. What then muſt Conſcientious Chriſtians do, who find 
uma Devices in God's Worſbip en forc'd by Laws and Penal- 
lies, and dare not comply thergw? | 
4. They muſt fear God more than Men, and not love = 
the World, but practically bear their Teſtimonies againſt Iſa. viiie 125 
Cor rupt ions. however adorncd, not joyning therein. And 13» 
ſecing Chriſt has bound us all to obſerve His Ordinances, 
and ev'n to take up our Croſs, and follow Him, it remains | 
that we peaceably withdraw from ſuch Societies as will 
not remove Offences, and by Goſpel-Rules gather oux- Rev. xyiil.4. 
ſclves into diſtiatt Churches under our own Paſtors. Cant. i. 7, 8. 
Q. 35. Will not ſuch Diſſeaters then be Schiſmaticks? 
A. That's the great Bug-bear Word, but we ſeparating 
for ſuch Cauſe, are no more guilty of Schiſm, than the 
Proteſtants Were in coming out of Babylon, where intole- 
rable Corruptions were impoſed on them. And it was 
their indiſpenſable Duty to Chriſt their Lord, and to their 
on Souls, to ſeparate from Antichriſtian Tyranny and 
” Pollutions, tho' the Papiſts ſtill call this a Daninable chim. 
+ Q. 35. But ſure our Diſſenters will not ſay, tbe Confot- 
miſts impeſe on them a4 the Papiſts did? ET 
A. No, not ſo many and grie vous Corruptions, but the 
Grounds and Reaſons of Impolitions are much alike z it 
Men have Authority to enjoin one ſymbolical or unſcrip- 
tural Rite, they may equally warrant the jmpoling of ten; 
and if we break over the Bounds to prattiſe one ſuch In- 
junRion, we may do all the reft of that Sort; but how 
then are we ſubject to Chriſt our King and Head, or how 
can we give Account of this our bold Liberty, to out Great 
and Jealous God ? It's true, ſome plead, that they have A 
Latitude in their Principles, to do what others dare ſy 
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14. 


Rom, xvi. 
1 7. 18. 


4. 


Gal. ii. 18. 


| Mar. vii, 13, but Rectitude is the Mark of God's Way, and not Latitude, 


or Broad neſs. Some may take a Latitude, becauſe they 
love Eaſe and out ward Peace more than Truth, and ſtudy 
their Conveniency, *till they have, by a miſtaken Liberty, 
or Charity, run into the Borders of Apoſtacy. We have 
hitherto upon-the true Proteſtant Principles of reforming 


by Scripture-Rule, contended for Purity of Ordinances, | 


and caſting out of the Temple of God all that whereby it 
is profaned. Others that will not accompany us this 
Length, or have not yet attained the ſame Light, venture 
to call us Schiſmatzicks, for preſſing forwards without them 
in a good Work we cannot help their judging us, but we 
muſt plead, not guilty, and appeal to God. Hereſies and 
Schiſms are Works of the Fleſh, and it's plain enough to 
Perſons of Senſe and Candor. that it was no worldly In- 


tereſt cou'd byaſs us to chooſe the Way of Poverty and 
1 Cor, iii, 2, Contempt. | FE: £6 
Q. 37. But you break the Peace and Unity of the Church, 
E ph. iv. 3, 4. and hazard our common Intereſt, and is not that Schiſm? | 
A. Men may ſay this, who conſider not wherein the 


Unity of the Church conſiſts, or they might do much to 


refiore it; if Peace is broken, we muſt inſiſt, tis not we 


that do it. For, 


1. If our Way is called Separation, we cannot avoid it, 
as the Impoſers may: We are bound in Conſcience, as | 


we underſtand the Second Commandment, to preſerve Pu- 
rity of Worſhip what we can, and to keep to the Divine 
Rule of Worſhip; and this we ſtudy to do as inoffen{ively 
as we can, but this we cannot do, continuing among them 
that worſhip partly by another Rule, 

2. Since we agree with them in more, and greater 
Things, than we differ about, and we hope too that we 


may ſay, that generally our Lives do not more diſhonour 


our Profeſſion; it ſeems but equal, that they ceaſe to 
burden our Conſciences with needleſs Things, which if 


we cou'd do, wou'd make us no better Chriftians, and if 
againſt our Conſciences, muſt certainly make us worſe, 


and Hypocrites indeed. They can ſafely yield that, which 


Surely, it this makes a Schiſm, the Fault is not in us. 


Q. 38. What then, wou'd you throw the Tault cf Separation 


on the Church? 


A. Our Work is not to recriminate; let us all he ſub- | 


ject to Chriſt in His Word, true to that Proteſtent Prin- 
Ciple, and charitable to one another, and the Schiſm will 


ceaſe. We take the Ceremonies to be a dangerous Relique | 


we cannot ſafely do. What! Wou'd they that we ſhou'd 
not worſhip God at all, rather than not in their Form? 


of Pope ry; but if ſome will retain and prattiſe them, we 


muſt expect our Freedom to let them alone, 'till we can : 


ſee | 


Need of Liberty in Things doubt ful, ſo long as Wiſe and — —— iii. 13, 


determin'd by the Holy Ghoſt to give no Coungenance to Acts xv. 10, 


decline this Tribunal, and wou'd be judg'd by Fathers, or 


and beſt knew their Minds ? 
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fee a Divine Warranc for them; and there will ever be Rom. xiv. 2. 


A Familiar Enquiry. 


Good Men ſee but in Part. Chriſt has made nothing ne- 14, 15, 
ceſſary to Communion, hut that we obſerve His on Com- Mat. xxviii. 
mands, and who ſhall alter His Eſtabliſnment? The 19, 20. 
Apoſtles in a ſolemn Afſ:mbly held on this very Occaſion, 


an Impoſing Spirit. And pray let it be well noted, that 28. 
the Infalliole Apoſtles decided the Queſtion before them — —— v. 14, 
only by Scripture, which ſpake of calling the Gentiles into 15, 16, 17. 
the Church, but not a Word of impoling the Ceremonial 
Yoke on their Necks, and they that wou'd do fo, did it 
without any Order, v. 24, 

Q. 39. Wou'd you then have the Cauſe between the Con- 
formiſts and Non-Conformiſts judg d only by Scripture? 

A. Yes, only by fair Scripture, where every poor Chri- 
ſtian may ſearch, and know the Sentence. Some really 
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Antiquity, which is to lead plain Chriſtians into a Wood ; 
they can read, and underſtand plain Scripture, but how 
few can turn over the Volumes of the Fathers and Councils? 
And to this Day it remains doubtful amongſt the moſt 
Learned, which of the Ancient Writings are Pure and 
Genuine, latter Men having been ſo ſelfiſhly buſie, and 
bold in Additions, Alterations, and all Sorts of Forgeries. 
© Q, 40. 1 doubt you ſhun the Judgment of Antiquity, becauſe 
the Fathers are againſt you, who 1iv'd neareſt the Apoſiles, 


—_——— 


A. No, not fo neither; we know as much of the 
Apoſtles Mind, as God ſaw fit to commit to Writing, for 
the conſtant Uſe of the Chnrch, and ſurely, their own _ 
Practice did agree therewith; what others in the next 
Ages wrote, is not of like Authority, however, we doubt 
not but the Pureſt Antiquity is clearly on our Side, as 
the Learned Blondell, Calderwood, Gilleſpy, and Garhſon, 
haye abundantly ſhewn in the Points of Epiſcopacy, and 
Liturgies; and more lately, Sir Peter King, and Mr. Lauder. 
And be it ſo, that ſome Ceremonies were early receiv'd, 
it was but by ſome, and not impos'd on any, *cill the My- 
ftery of Iniquity grew ſtronger, This we are ſure, that 
Chriftians oy apr to decline by the ſame Steps OP 
Jews did, So did Corruptions ſoon creep into the Chri- Ed. veyil. 
ftian Church, which now work as 014d leaven: Give us, — bfi 
therefore, ſincere Scripture to end all Que ſtions, elle plain 
Chriftians can never know their Way; we can truſt no 
other Guides, or ſudge, ſeeing the very firſt Writers after 
the Apoſtles have ſuffer d great Injuries by worſe Fol- 
lowers, If we ſhou'd allow the Fathers to be Interpreters 
of Scripture for us, that wou'd lead us into endleſs Di- 
e C3 . yilions 
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I Familiar Enquiry, 


viſions and Confuſions; it remains, then, that they can 


only be Witneſſes of Fact in their own Times, and that 


we allow, when any can produce certain Records, but 
ſince, we have little of that tothe Law and to the Teſtimony. 


Of Occaſional Compliance for Peace. 


Q. 47. Once the Church may not think it decent to ſtoop t 


a few Inferiours, wou'd not the Diſſenters do 
well to ed the Diſpute, and cloſe the Nation's Wounds, by 
Jeng all in theſe indifferent Matters, as ſome have done 
already ? ; bo, 1 1s 

A. Zome have done ſoz and all of us will ever do what 
we can for Peace, with a good Conſcience. But we muſt 
not do more, or do Evil, that Good may come of it. We 
may purchaſe Gold and Peace too dear; we love our Na- 
tion, are concern'd for its Welfare, and have a deep 
Senſe of irs Danger by Diſcord and Faction. We have 
contributed all we can, by doing, and ſuffering, to reſtore 
Peace and Unity, but we muſt not provoke God, to pa» 


Aas iv. 19,cify Men. In Civil Affairs, we chearfully act with our 


20. 


Neighbours to ſerve the Publick, and what cou'd we do 
more, if we did pray by a Form, or bow to the Eaſt? 
Or, what Harm can the Publick ſufter, by our not going 
the broadeſt Way to Church, ſo long as we mind the 
high-Way to Heaven, and hurt no Body by the Way? 
But, as to Occaſional Conformity, I ſay, 55 

1, Such a Compliance having a Shew of Temper and 
Moderation, ſome Diſſenters ever ſince the re-eſtabliſhing 
of the Liturgy in 1662, did chooſe that Way to ſhew their 


Rom. xiv. 3, Catholick Love; and I ought not to judge their Liberty, 


ry. 


for, I am ſure, they were not then byaſs'd by Places of 


Cor. x. 29. Honour, or Profit, nor by Favour of great Church-Men, 


who hated them the more for it; fearing they wou'd 


wholly conform. 

2. Otheis who dare not do ſo, are as truly Catholick, 
Moderate, Humble, Calm, Loving and Peaceable, which 
even Biſhop Stillingſteet found among them, who anſwer'd 
his famous Sermon of Miſchief, Cc. For Moderation is not 
a cold Neutrality, _ | 
zZ. If Occaſional joining in the Worſhip we chooſe not, 
he a true Teſt of Moderation, then truly the gonformiſis 
have no Moderation at all, who upon no Occaſions wou'd 
ever join in our Scriptural Worſhip, tho' we do therein 


but what themlelvesallow, and prattiſe at home, and many 


of our firſt Miniſters were ordain'd by Biſhops too. He is 
the true Catholick, who in Faith, Hope, and Love, holds 
Communion with all trus Churches, becaule he is bapt12'4 
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dy one Spirit into the one Body of Chriſt, tho? he dares 
not tinge himſelf in every Mode of Worſhip, which others 
may like, or think lawful, only hc forbears to judge them, 
4. It one may judge by Effe cis, it ſeems, that Occaſional 
' Conformity does no Body gobd, many have ventur'd on it 
fot Thirty Years paſt, to ſerve their Country in neceſſary 
: Offices, and yet no Peace and Love are thereby reſtor'd. 
I. Zealous Conformiſts are ſcandalizd at it, and count 
ſuch Men hypocritical Time-Servers, and then clamour 
againſt all Diſſenters as ſuch, 1 
2. Strifter D/ſenters are gricy'd and offended. 
3. They that write for that Practice, bitterly cenſure 
ſuch as dare not run their Length: So it makes new Di- 3 
viſions, but cures none; nay, we oft ſee, that from that 
ſlippery Step, Perſons forſake the Way of Holineſs, and 
fall into licentious Manners, and godly Order periſhes in 
their Families and Poſterity. Therefore, I wou'd, by the 
Grace of God, be more ſteadfaſt to my Scriptural Prin- 
cCiples, hoping others may judge charitably, that I ſtand 2 Cor. x. 7. 
in Awe of Sinning, I go as near to conform, as my pre- Gal. ii. 3, Sz 
ſent Light allows me, I will go further, if ever my Con- 12, 18. 
: ſcience is convinc'd that ſo I ought z Love, and honour 
- thoſe good Men that are not of my Way, or Sentiments. 
Now, what can an honeſt Man do more for Peace? 
Q. 42. I perceive then, bas all Diſſenters are not of one 
Mind and ay yet? | | 
A4. True, for the beſt of us are but Men, and our Light 
is imperfett. But, | 
1, Weall agree as to the Inconveniency, and Mz/chief of 
Impoſi tions, and of mingling humane Inv:otions in Relt- 
i er : They eat as a Canker, bree Formality and Di- 
ſtractions, pervert Mens Zeal, give Way to Ant ichriſtian 
Spirits and Deſigns, and commonly have been the Occa- 
ſions of deadly Terſecutions, from the Days of the Phari- 
© ſeer, even "till now. | | 
* 2. Times of ſore Temptation have paſꝰd over the Diſ- 
ſenters, and it's no Wonder, if then ſome ſtrain'd their 
Principles, to procure ſome Quiet in the World. Did not 
- almoſtall Conformiſts fo in the Times before? 
> 3. All the Primitive Chriſtians were not of one Judg- 
ment in every Point, yet oblig'd to mutual Forbearance 
in the ſame Communion. Ee, | 
4. All Conformiſis are not of one Mind, no, not in the 
very Matter of Conformity and Impoſition 3 nor ever were 
ſo fince the Reformation, no, not in Convocations of the 
Clergy: And we know they are very far from agreeing | 
in far greater Matters. Why then do they upbraid us with | 0 
little Diverſities? So the Papiſts wou'd reproach the Pro- | 
| reſiants for Diſagreement, when themſelyes are divided - | ; 
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ten Times more, and ſcarce agree in any Thing, unleſs 
the Pepe s Supremacy, if they 5 in that. F * | 
5. Our Differences are leſs than many think, and were 
lately in a fair Way to be all compos'd, but the Old Ad- 
veriary found new Arts to irritate, And we know well, 
( ſo ſimple as we are) whoſe Intereft it is to hinder our 
Coalition, and by what Methods they uſually do it. And 
do not the Conformiſts to this Day perceive the terrible | 
and fatal Exaſperations fomented among them ? | 
6.T hey, and we ſhall gain more Light and Unanimity, 
when we attain more Humility, and real Piety, and prac- | 
tiſe more brotherly Love, when we more put of worldly 
Affections and Intereſts, and an injudiciqus Reverence 
for Old Uſages. It remains, therefore, that we pray, and 
wait for that bleſſed Day, and ceaſe to bite one another, 
teſt we he devour'd one of another. We ſce very well, to 
what height of Bigotry Men grow in their Projects to ob- 
trude perfect and perpetual Conformity, It may deſerve | 
a Remark, that now our very Breath is reckon*d ſo noxi- | 
ous, than any one that comes in our Aſſemblies, is ſnunn'd 
as a peſtilent Fellow, and not counted worthy to ſerve his 
Generation in the greateſt Neceſſity, tho' a diſſembling 
Deiſt, or an infamousDebauchee may be trufted. If theſe _ 
Things be of God, they may ftand ; Our Times are in 
God's Hands, and if He hath Pleaſure in us, He will re- 
turn and ſhew us His Ark and Habitation. We hope, our 
Brethren will now make good their Boaft, what a Bulwark + 
they are againſtPopery; ſince we are all rejected, as uſeleſs. 
Hitherto we did what we could, and were not importu- | 
nate with Men for more Securities to our Churches. Let | 
others enjoy their fat Paſtures, if we may have our Chri- 
tian Liberty, to worſhip God in that Way where we find 
His Bleſſing; but let untimely Contention ceaſe for the | 
Canaanite dwelli yet in the Land, and Hannibal is at tho 
Gates, 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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Second Point. 


| Of Particular Churches, and of the Miniſtry, 
|| and Diſcipline of Chriſt therein. 


| Ere I mean not to treat of the Holy Catholick Church, 
f conaining all God's Choſen People, militant in this 
World, or triumphant above: Holy Scripture diſtinguiſn- 
eth Mankind into Two Sorts. | 
1. The World, that is, all who do not know, and own, or 

fear the True God, Heathens or Infidels, and the no- 

3- torious Ungodly, 
2. The Church, who are a People call'd out of the World, 
or out of all Nations, and ſeparated to God, to wor- 
| ſhip and ſerve Him according to His gracious Cove- 
| nant; theſe are a Racey or Sed, ſome of whom have 
| ever been rais'd up as God's Witneſſes, from His firſt 
; | Promiſe of ſending us @ Saviour and from Age to Age, 
; | ſome ſuch will be on Earth, till the End of Time. 
Read of this Church, Epbeſ. i. 22, 23. —— ii. 19, 21. 
—— V.23,25. Heb, Xii. 23. 1 Cor. x. 32. I Pet. ii. 9. 
Fobn xvii. 6, 9, 16, 20. Mat. xvi. 18. Col. i. 20, The 
Viſible Church contains Multitudes more than will at 
laſt belong to the Inviſibl« Church, which is the Body 
of Chriſt, of which He is the Head and Saviour. 


* 2 W art Go, — — 


Q. I, How are God's People called out of the World? © 
A. By preaching to them the Word of Chrift, whereby Iſa. lv. 3. 


His Servants do in His Name call, or invite Sinners to re- Mat, xxii. 4. 


turn to God, come into His Houſe, and fo partake of all 

| His good Things. | : 

Q. 2. How call you them that come in at tou Invitation? 

[; A. They are uſually term'd Believers, and Diſciples of Acts v. 1 4. 

: Chriſt, they hear His Voice, and learn of Him. - ewe Wie By bo 
Q. 3. Who may be counted Diſciples ? r 
A. All ſuch who make a credible Profeſſion of Faith in John viii. 31. 
: Chrift, according to His Goſpel ; and teſtify it by new Ads viii. 37. 
Obedience, or a righteous and godly Life. Þ Tit. ii. 10,11» 
Q. 4. Muſt theſe Diſciples form ibemſelves into diſtincł 

Societies? | | | 
A. They muſt do ſo, For 3 
1. Chriſt commands them ſo, for the due Obſerving all Mat. xxvili. 
His Ordinances, and En joy ing the Benefit thereof, un- 20, 

der the Care of His Miniſters as Shepherds. Acts xv. 14. 
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2 Cor. viii. 7. 2. All the firſt Chriſtians did ſo, and theſe Societies 
are the particular Churches, Ad ix. 31. Rev. is 20. 
Q. 5. What is 4 particular Church ? 
1 Cor. i. 2, 9. A. A Mr of vitthle Saints, agreeing to walk to- 
Xi. 3. gether 1a the obſerving all Chit? Ordinances, for His 
1 Pet. ii. 5, 9. Honour, and their own Edification ; To one or other of 
thele Churches every Convert ſhou'd orderly join hĩimſelf. 
Q. 6. What are the certain Marks of Chriſt's true Church ? 
Rom. i. 5, A. Only Faith in God thro* Chrift, manifeſted by 
—— vi. 17, Word and Deed, or by walking in godly Order, and Sub- 
Acts ii. 41. jection to the Rule of Chriſt. The Word of Grace ma 
Col. ii. 5, 6. be preach'dto other Companies that will hear it, but ſuch 
Companies are nat yet Churches, *till they take hold on 
His Covenant. e OE, tte 1 i 
7. What Account doth the Church' of England give of 
N I e EN 
A. It declares, in Article 19, That the viſible Church of 
Chriſt is 4 Congregation. of fauna Men, in which the pure 
Word of God u preach'd, and the Sarraments duly adminiſter'd 
according to Chrijt's Ordinance, in all thoſe Things that are of 
NeceſJuy requiſcte io the ſame. Again, in Article 20, Where- 
fore, aliho the Church be a Witneſs, and Keeper of Holy Writ, | 
Jet, as it ought not 10 decree any Thing againſt the ſame, ſo, 
befides the ſame, ought it not to enforce any Thing to be believ'd 
for Neceſſity of Salustioos. | 
Q. 8. Are. tbere any Honours, or Priviledges of Chriſt's. 
3 Churches above other Societies? : 
Epheſ. ll. 22. A. Mes, they are God's Houſe and Habitation; He dwells 
2 Cor. vi. 15. in them, and walks in them; all their Aſſemblies are 
1 Cor. xi. 20. held in His Name, and by His Authority, and Power: 
Exod. xx. 24. For therein He vouchſa fes His ſpecialPreſence, N.. 87.1, z. 
Mat. xvill. Q. 9. Hath God provided for Contiuuing His Church in the 
30] World? | | 
A. Yes, ſcyeral Ways, | 
2 Cor. v. 18, 1, By the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, to call Strangers 
20. into the Chuich, | 
1 Tim. iii. 15. 2. Every Church is to be a Pillar, and Ground of Truth, 
E ph. iii. 5, 6. holding forth to them the Doctrine of Chriſt, for their 
Inftruction and Converiion. | | 
3, As God requir'd ot Abrebam, and all Houſholders in 
Gen. xviii. Iſrael, ſo He doth of the adopted Centiles, that all His 
19. | faithful Servants devote all their Seed to Him, by a So- 
Pal, Ixxviji. lemn Covenaut, and train them up tor Him, to ſtand up 
15 in their Day, and bear His Name ; Theſe Means will, by 
His Bleſſing, perpetuate a guuly Se d. 
Q. 19. IWhas Sort of Suctety i a4 Church ? ER 
Ads xx, 28. A. It is a regular, political Body, conſiſting, as Civil 
1 Theſ. v. 12+ Societies do, of the AHutie, and of 0fftcers to rule Over, 
Heb, xiii, 7. and take Care for them: Chrilt is the Head ry 
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Miniſters, Biſhops, Paſtors, Governours ſet over the reſt, to 
eed, rule, and keep them. The People are the Family and 
lock of God, but are never called Guides and Rulers, as the 

Officers are, to whom the reft are commanded to be ſubje c. 


Qs 11. bat are the ordinary Mt ant to edifie the Chureb ? PF ph. iv, 17, 


A. The Miniſtry which Chriſt ordain'd therein, are to 12. 
teach, guide, and feed the Flock of God: And ir is to that John xxi. 15, 


End, that Chriſt furniſh'd ſome in the Church, with Spi-i Pet. v. 2. 


ritual Gifts. | Rom, Xii. 6, 
Q. 12. What ic the ordinary Work of Miniſters in particular 3, 8. 
Eburches ? | | a 


A. They muſt give themſelves to the Miniſtry of the Acts vi. 4. 
| . ead, —— XX. 28. 
Who is the chief Shepherd, and Biſbop of Souls, and ſerve 

under Him in all His Three Offices; of a Prophet, to in- 


s <4 


ftruet; of a Prieſt, to bleſs, and intercede by Supplica- 


tion; and of a Xing, to keep Order. 


Q. 13. Vbat Offices, or Officers hath Chriſt appointed 10 
coupmw in Hy Church? | 3 
A. Not Apoſtles, Prophets, nor Evangeliſis, who with 
their Extraordinary Spirit, were neceflary to plant the 
ſirſt Churches in the Worte ; 
the Overſight of their particularFlocks, call'd alſo Paſtors 2 8. 
and Teachers; and theſe are to be aſſiſted in their Mini- 1 Tim. it. 1, 
ſtrations, hy other Elders that rule well, and by Deacons. 8. 


All theſe come under the general Name of Miniſtries, Eph. iv. 1; 
z. e. Offices of Labour, and Service to Chriſt and His Phil. i. 1. 


Church, as Stewards in an Houſe, or Labourers in à Field; 1 Cor. iv. 5 
For they are no worldly Lordſhips for Domination and 2 Cor. iv. 5. 
Eaſe 3 but all work in the Lord's Vineyard. And there Mat. xx, 25, 
are to be no Offices in the Church, but the ſame that ate 26, 27. 
mention'd in holy Scripture, and deſcrib'd by their Cal- 

ling, Gifts, and Work: For our Lord Jelys in His perfect 

Wiſdom, and Love to his Church, hath appointed ſuch 

as He judg'd ſufficient for its Edification and Wellbeing; 

and all that He nam'd, are uſeful and neceffaryy and the 


Body is maim'd and imperfect without them, or any of 
them; but more are ſuperfluous, and wou'd only cumbes 
the Society, as we ſee in the Antichriſtian ' Church; 


where Men have devis'd and ſet up many Officers (as 


well as Sacraments ) not once mention'd in Scripture z 
and ſome of them to exerciſe a Lordly Authority over 


Churches, and their Paftors, by humane Laws and Ter · 
rors, meerly for worldly Purpoſes. 3 
Q: 14. Explain the Reaſon wy theſe, and no more Oſſices 
are needjul in the Church ? VVA 
A. The Paſtors and Teachers, Ellers and Deacons, ia 
the right [le of their 10 recchi'd, and giſehar 1 
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under Him there are others call'd Guides, Leaders, Etders, em 


but Elders or Biſhops, to take Acts xx. 17%, 
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their Places, extend to all the Concerns and Affairs of 
any Church, 2. e. to both Souls and Bodies of young and | 
old, rich and poor, ſick and well: So their Miniſtiy | 
muſt be ſufficient to all Perſons, and Caſes; As to Souls, 
the Teachers apply the Doctrine of Chrift to the Under- 
ſtanding, to heal and improve it by Inſtruction, or Infor- 
mation: The Paſtors endeayour more to ſpeak to the 
Hears by Exhortations, and Admonitions diſpenſed to all 
Sorts in godly Wiſdom 3; The other overſeeing Elders ob- 
ſerve how good Doctrine is practisd in Converſation 5 
or Sin, Satan, and the World work to defeat it: And they 
eadeavour tu correct and cure all that do amiſs : Then 
the Deacons receiving the Church's Stock, do by prudent ' 
Diſtribution provide for the Support of the labouring | 
Officers, and to ſupply the Neceffities of the Poor, the | 
Sick, and the Strangers. If all this he well done, ordi- | 
narily there needs no more. Se oions 
Q. 15. Why ſhou'd there be Diverſities of Offices in every | 
Church ? FOR 
A. Becauſe there is Abundance and Diverſity of Work | 


— x. . — — —— 
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Rom. Xl. 7, to be done therein for Chriſt and Souls; and every Part ö 
oy AS had Need be well done; which can then only be hop, 
1 Pet. iv. 10, hen each Part is committed to him that's meet for it. 
11. One cannot do all; and ſince our Lord is ſo good as to al- 
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Ats i. 21,2: 


Acts vi. 1, 2-10 Diverſity of Gifts for Service, why ſhould He not be 
well attended and ſerv'd in His own Courts? Every little 
Town and Pariſh muſt have divers in Civil Offices; and 
why ſhou'd we grudge the like to a Church? 
Q. 16. ho are io be ſet in Churcb- Offices? 1 
A. Worthy Perſons ſuitably anointed, or qualify'd for 
their Work, and well affected to it; Ev'ry Church ſhou'd 
look out Perſons fitted by Chriſt for ev'ry Office, ſuch as 
well underſtanding His Laws and Intereſts, will act wiſely 
Exod. xxxii. and faithfully in His Name, afferting His Rights, and 
15,19,20 29. fimely reſiſting all Deviations. 
1 Q: 17. How are ſuch to be brought into Offices ? 
Acts vi. 35. A. By the deliberate Voices, or Votes of the Brethren 
—— XY. 22. in every Church, and their own free Acceptance: Thus 
2 Cor. viii. Was Matthias choſen, Ads i. 2 2, 23. and the dc ven Deacons, 
19, to 22, and others to Occaiioual Services; as in att of Old, 
1 Joſ. xviii. 4. much more ſhou*d the Paſtors be choſen with 
utmoſt Care, having greateft Truſt committed to them, 
Common Senſe of Mankind allows every capable Perſon 
to chooſe whom he will entruſt with his bodily Health, 
and worldly Eſtate; and in our Nation, every little Cor- 
porate Town and Pariſh is thought able and fitteſt to 
choole its own Officers: Much more ſhou'd every- Man 
and Company of Men that profeſs to care for their own 
„Souls, be allow'd to chooſe their own Teachers, n 
1 | * = 


1 Tim. nt. Is 


— — vi. « 


1Cor. xii. 38. 


— 


. 


A Familiar Enquiry. ae 27 


W 


and Overſeers. Grant, that ſome other Perſon may better 
judge ofa Miniſteg's Abilities, or Learning; the Churches 
may act with Advice of ſuch, for more Security; yet it's 
hard to ſuppoſe any Number of ſerious Chriſtians not able 
to judge of their own ſpiritual Food; and harder to think 
that a Patron, (WhO may be very ignorant, corrupt, or 
profane; or it not ſo, may live remote, and be Jittle con- 
cern'd what the Minifter proves ) ſhou'd be more able, or Ms 
careful to judge tor a Church: Wherefore, as the People Ezek. Xxx, 
of Iſrael choſe their Watchman, ſo the Chriſtian Churches 225 
did by their Votes, chooſe the Elders whom the A poſtles AQs XIV. 22. 
then oidain'd for them, as the Word yepolevhoayres — ii. 3. 
does fairly imply; and thus we ftill ſer apart the Oiticers 1 Tim. 1V+ 19. 
Choſen in the reſpettive Churches by ſolemnPrayer, with' | 
Fafting, and Impoſition of Hands. 
Q. 18. When Churches are bleſs'd with all proper Officers, 
what remains to be done ? 5 
A. The Officers and People muſt jointly ſet about their r Tim. iv. &, 
: | Maſter's Work, and aſſiſt each other therein, doing what 14, 15. 
t they can to gain Sinners to Chriſt, to preſerve the Faith-i I hel. v. 12g 
tul, and recover the Fallen, 4 14. 
Q. 19. Whe are the Paſtors, and what is their Work ? Jude 22, 22. 
— A. The Paſ tors are Men of God, that know, and love Rev. 1i. 14,15. 
2} His Flock, and having receiv'd Charge thercof, do ac- Acts xx. 28. 
e cordingly watch over it, to keep and feed it in wholeſome 1 Pet. v. 2. 
1} Paftures of the Word, which they are wiſely to divide 1 Tim. iii. 2, 
aright to every one, and to ſeal the Covenant to the Fajth- 2 Tim. ii. 15, 
ful by the Two Sacraments, and to rule and judge for God — iv. 2. 
rin His Houſe. 1 Tim. iii. 5, 15. 
4} Q. 20. Is the Teacher a diſtinct Officer from the Paſtor ? 
$ A, All the Reformed Churches abroad lay ſo, to this 
sf Day; and all the Diſſenting Churches of Britain, till of 
4 latez as appears in their Confeſſions of Faith, and Dirze- 
zory : Scripture ſeems to favour it too, in appointing one 
to reach, another to exhort; It's clearly the Intereſt of Rom. Xii. 7, 
ak Religion, and of every Church, to have divers Perſons 8. 
intent on its Edification, in different Ways; as the Teach- 1 Cor. Xii. $. 
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| ers and Caiechiſis to lay a Foundation of good Dottrine, Ephel. v. 11. it 
„and others to build thereon 3 it is our Infelicity at pre- 6 
»þ ſent, that ſo much, and various Work is left in the Hands [ 
„of one, to be Paſtor, Teacher, and all; the Church is not 
udo likely to grow hereby, but in moſt Churches now, 


Neceſſity gives them this hard Law, 
Q.: 21. 1s there not alſo a diſtin Office of Biſhops over 
the Paſtors of particular Churches? | 
A. In Fact there is ſo, in the Papa] Church, and in the 
Church of England; which Order of Prelates, ſome ampng 
us of late do make eſſential to the very Being of the Mi 
aiſtcy, and the Validity of Ordinances, and Adminiftra- 
D 2 | tions: 
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tions : But as in the Primitive Churches there was no 
Acts xx. 17, ſuch Biſhop as this, over many Churches (200, 400, 6co, 
28. ot more) but only the incumbent Overſeer of one Flock, 
1 Tim. 1. 7. aſſiſted therein by divers Presbytersz3 ſo the Scriptaral 
: Biſhop is the ſame Officer as the Elder or Paſtor, that has 
Tit. i. 5, 7. 777 5 ofa Church, and reſides in it to the End: A 
Paſtor of Paſtors, reſerving, and incloſing to himſelf ſome 
ſpecial Parts of the Paftoral Work, is at beft, but a Crea- 
ture of Man's Will and Wiſdom, and no Inftitution of 
Chrift ; nor has it prov'd any real Service to the Church 
of God, but rather an Occaſion of much Offence and 
Diviſion : It. gocs beſt with the Churches, when they | 
keep to Chriſt's own Rules. | 
Q. 22. Shou'd there not be other Elders in every Church | 
beſide the Paſtors, to aſſiſt in the Rule and Care thereof? | 
A. Many of late make a Doubt of theſe Ruling Elders, 
But 1. The Neceſſity of ſuch prudent Obſervers, to 
the well Being of a Church, and keeping good Order in 
ir, and the Inability ofa Minifter or two in a Congre- 
_ gation to ſerre all Occaſions, ( eſpecially when unex pe- 
rienc'd by Youth, or infirm thro* Age or Diſtemper, as 
many Minifters are, and ever will be) gives a ſtrong Pre- 
ſumption, that our Wiſe and Good Lord has allow'd ſuch 
Helps as theſe for the Benefit of His Church, and Relief 
of His poor Miniſters, who are in ill Caſe, if none of the 
Brethren ate call'd, and oblig'd to attend tome neceſſary 

; Offices, but one puts off the Service to another by Ex- 

4 cuſes, as moſt are apt to do. 

4 2. Cuſtom of all Reform'd Churches is conſiderable: 
The Germans, French, Dutch, Italiant, Scotch, and (till now 
of late) Engliſh had theſe Elders in all their Churches 
and Synods; All the Older Diſſenters toa Man, aſſerted 
this Office, as may be (ſeen in the Books of Cartwrigbt, 
Travers, and the Browniſts, only in the Prelatical Church 
there is no Room for them, becauſe of their Courts fil- | 
led with moſt unſcriptural Officers, 

3. This Unanimity was not from Cuftom only, but had 

x Tim. v. 17. its Ground in good Scripture, where we read of two 

\ _ Sorts ot Elders, lome that both teach and rule, i. e. Paſtors, 
Rom. X11. 8. and others that only rule well : Theſe muſt be our Elders, | 
z Cor. xii,28. unleſs there be a Sort of Paſtors who rule not; theſe are 
the Helps and Governments, i. e. Perſons furniſh'd with 
| ſpiritual Gifts for this Service; for ſome Members have 
more Wiſdom than others, and more Leiſure, whereby | 
they can be uſeful to the Churches, and are worthy to be 

Mark v. 224 Choſen to the Service they are beſt fitted for, like the 

2% Rulers in the Fewiſh Synagogues. 
7 Q. 23. What is the Work of theſe Elders ? 
A. To keep good Order and Decency in the * | 
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. Ordinances be duly profiled, 3 Tim: ti. 5. 
and His Word obey'd, to {ce that che Congregation be Col. iv. 15, 


in Quietneſs, Love, and Peace; and, ſo to prevent, or 16. 
timely heal all Diſorders, Stritcs, and Offences, aſſiſting Rom. xii. 8. 
the Paſtors in all Matters of ſpiritual Judgment, to which Exod, xviii. 
End they muſt be Men of exemplary G1avity, Prudence, 21, 22. 
and Patience, reſidiug with the Church, and obſerving 


their Ways. : a 7 22 2088 44 VS 0 

Q. 24. 1s not all this the Duty of every Member? 

A. 1. If you (et aſide theſe Elders, it muſt be fo, unleſs 
the Paſtor ſhou'd rule alone, which the People will as 
little defire, as he may be capable of it; nor is there any 
Manner of Safety to the Church in that. 

2. Can any Man imagine, that every Member of a 
Church is gualify'd for the aforeſaid Offices, or will they 
that are qualify'd, attegd thereon, if not call'd thereto ? 


It may be truly faid, that all Chriſtians are bound to Col. iii. 16. 


teach cach other, and {hall none, therefore, be ſeparated 
to be Teachers? It is notorious, that in every Church, 
moſt are weak, and not fit tor relative Offices, 

3. But let all do their beſt, and yet we may be ſure, 
that as it has been, ſo it will be, and that which is every 
one's Work will never be done; the Paſtor's Eye cannot 


be much on the Peoples Ways, without Information by 


others, ſo Diſorders will creep in, and Churches will 
ſurely be neglected, and ruin'd, without theſe Helps in 
Diſcipline : And really, if the Paſtor cou'd know, and 
do all that's lacking, as to the Peoples Converſation, yet, 
it is oft more expedient, that ſome other Perſons do ad- 
* Counſels, or Reproofs to them that walk diſor- 
derly. ED | 7 
QQ. 25. Why then are not theſe Elders continu'd in our 
Churches ? 5 | | 
A. I know no good Cauſe of the Diſuſe; but, I fear 
two ſad Things. 1. That many Profe ſſors love not to 
have their Ways obferved and cenſured. 2. That ſee- 
ing there is a Burden of Care and Pains in Ruling well, 
and no ſenſible Gain annexed to it now, few are willing 
to bear that Burden for God's ſake, To which, I may 
add, perhaps the Scriptures are not ſo reyerently ſearch'd 
now a days for Increaſe of Light; and a Clamour being 
rais'd againſt thoſe by the Name of I- Elders, many 
have drop'd them, It' (rue, we do not very plainly 
read in Scripture of their Inftitution 35 but we 8: them 
in Being, and a conſtant need of them, tho' the firſt 
Inftitution is not recorded in the New Teſtament. Thus 
the Old Sacrifices of the Patriarchs had certainly a di- 
vine Warrant, tho' we are left to gather that from a 
proved Practice. And yet I wou'd it were ſearch'd, 
3333 Roar Colton Mos Þhether 
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Acts vi. 3. 
Exod. xviii, in Moſes's Days, of many Officers amon 


Acts vi. 3. 
Rom. xii. 8. 


— o_ 


EY whether the very Inftitution of theſe Elders is not tairly' 
imply d in that of Deacons, and in the reaſon thereof: 
For the fame Officer may be call*d Elder, and Deacon 3 
and if need be, boch Works may be united in one Per- 
ſon. However there is a moft evident Need now, as 
g a multitude, 
to keep any tolerable Order. * e 
Q. 26. Who are the Dcacons, aud what is their Work ? 
A. The Deacons are Perſons entrufted to receive the 
ntributions of the Church; and diſpenſe the ſame 
by the Rule of the Word according to each one's Ne- 
ceſſities. This may be daily Work, and no Faithful 
Miniſter can tolerably diſchazge it, with his Miniftry 
of che Wo d; therefore it is clearly made a diſtinct, 


iii. 8, conſtant Office, and there is apparent Need of it, to 


ſtir up the People to help the Poor more willingly, 
and to prevent Murmurings, Complaints, and Diſcou— 
ragements; aud that the Faithful may be more free 
from Fear in following their Callings diligently : Theſe 
Deacons muft be Men of Repute in the Church, for 
Gravity, Sobriety, Faithfulneſs and Charity. 

Q. 27. Muſt they alſo be choſen to this Work ? 

A. Yes: For no Man may aſſume any Office, or 
Honour to himſelf; and it is certainly true of all Oth- 
cers, that a ſerious Choice of them greatly furthers 
their Faithfulneſs and Diligence in the Work to which 
they are choſen, and lays the beſt Foundation of mn- 
tual Love and Dearneſs between the Officers and the 
Church; and that eſpecially in the Cale of Minifters, 
Who, if they be obtruded on a Church, and not freely 
Choſen, whatever their Abilities may be, they ſeem not 
to enter in by the Door, nor to he called of God, and are 
lefs like to be welcomed, or received in the Lord, or to 
be efteemed, encouraged, and bleſſed. And if they muſt 
be choſen, who can be ſo fit to chooſe as the Churches 
they live amongſt, and who know, and can judge of the 
Fitneſs of the Perſons, and Gifts, and other their Cir- 
cumſtances, tor the State of the Churches that call them, 

Thus much of Miniftring Officers. 

Q. 28. Hath our Lord Jeſus appointed any Diſcipline to 
be prattis'd in particular Churches ? 

A. Ves, certainly; for in every Family, or Society 
there muſt be Order and Government, or all will quickly 
run into miſchievous, or ſhameful Confufion 3 and there 
muſt be Means and Rules to preſerve good Order, 


Iſa. Xxxxiii. and there maft be apt Remedies againſt all incident 


Diforder. Now Chriſt's Church is His Houſe and 


Mal. i, 14. Kingdom below, in which He muſt be honoured as a 
z Car. vii. 17. Great King in His Court; and under Him there arg 
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Elders that rule well, to ſet Perſons and Things in Or- 1 Cor. xiv. 30. | 


der, and to ſtop and correct Diſorders ; or to ſee that Titus i. 5. 
all walk orderly in his Houſe. 2 Theſi 3. 11, 14. Col. ii- 5. 


Q. 29. What Sort of Diſcipline muſſ that in the Church be? 1 
A. Not as in worldly Dominions, with Grandeur and Luke xxii. 


Terror, but holy, mild, and humble, like the Rule of a 25, 26. 


ood and prudent Father over his own Family, to pre- 1 Tim, iii. 5, 
kerve ics Honour, Peace, and Welfare; or like that of a1. 
diſcreet, and faithful Shepherd, keeping, and leading his H. x1, 12. 
beloved Flock, providing, and doing for every Lamb Ezek. XxxXiy; 
thereof what is fit and needfnl. 127 211, 12. 

Q. 30. bat muſt be the Scope and End of that Diſcipline ? Heb. xiii, 12. 
A. I. To uphold the Name and Honour of God ang 
Chriſt in this World, and His Authority and Intereſt in 
the Church. | # | | 
- 2. That the Society may grow and proſper, being. 
in Health and Peace, Comfort and Credit. 
3. That thoſe without obſerving the Excellency of Num. xxiv. 5. 
thoſe within, may be convinced, and gained to True 1 Cor. xiv. 
Religion, and may come into the Houle of God, per- 24, 25. 
ceiving what manner of Perſons they be whom God Acts v. 13,1. 
entertains and accepts, 1 Pet. 1. 14, 15. ä 

Q. 31. here in is Church Diſcipline to be exercu'd ? 

A. r, In careful admitting of Perſons to Church Pri- 


viledges, ſeparating the Precious from the Vile. 


2. In prudent ordering, and watching over the Ways 
of thoſe within. | | | 

3, In caſting out incorrigible Offenders, 

4. In reſtoring the Penitent. 825 | 

Q. 32. What mean you by Admiſſion of ſome, ſeeing our Na eg 
good God opens Hu Arms and His Doors 10 all ? John x. 4, 9. 

A. He doth ſo indeed, to all that will put away their 


Sin, and come in by the Door; but as there were Porters 


at the Doors of His Temple, to keep out the unclean, Mat. xxii. 4. 


there muſt now be a diſcerning Judgment paſs'd upon 1 Cor, v. 12. 


them that wou'd partake of holy Things in God's Houſe, Acts ii. 41. 
ſo the Jews and Heatbens that heard the Goſpel, were ad- 1 Pet. iii. 2. 
mitted by Baptiſm, when they profeſs'd Repentance, and Acts iii. 25. 
Faith in Chriſt; theſe Believers bring their Children in 
their Arms, be ing Children of the Covenant which God made 
with their Fathers: So they are of the Family and Seed of 
Abraham, tho” not capable of ſome Priviledges in God's 
Houle, till by Grace they obtain ſome further Qualifi- 3 
cations, or are viſibly new - born, then they claim a Right Mat. iii. 6. 
as Children of God and His Covenant, and the Church Acts ix. 26, 
muſt grant it, or admit them to Childrens Bread, accord- 28. 
ing to the Rule of Chriſt, the ſame Rule by which adult 
Converts are to be receiv'd, N 
Q. 33. What mcans the Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven? A. The 
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Mat. vi. 19. A. The Keys of an Houſe are for Opening and Shut- 
„ tiing the Door, and ſo to let in, or ſhut out: For this 
Ifa, XxIi. 20 Uſe Eliachim had the Keys of tbe Houſe of David 3 and 
Rev. i. 18. Chriſt had the Xeys of Hell and Death : Now the Chri- 
ſiſtian Church being His Dwelling Houſe, He gives to 
ſome the Keys of itz that is a Judiciary Power to ad- 
mit whom He calls into it, and to exclude others. Thus 
Akts ii. 41» Peter us'd the Keys of Chrift's Kingdom, when by His 
X. 38. Doctrine He opened the Door, and let in the believing 
Mat.xviii.a8. Jews and Geutiles; which is the ſame thing as to bind, 
and looſe Mens Sins, in the ſame Text, For all Sinners 
1 are by the Law bound over to Death, then comes the 
Iſa. 1x1. 1, 2. Goſpel proclaiming Liberty to Captives, or Pardon to 
Penitents according to Promiſe; the Miniſter certifies 
Titus iii. 5, 5. this to them by Baptiſm in Chriſt's Name, and ſo admits 
1 Pet. iii. 21. them into the Church as Perſons looted from their Sins; 
2 waſhed and juſtified in the Blood of Jeſus. But Simon 
Akts viii. 23+ Magus after Baptiſm, proving a Lover and Servant of 
| | Sin, his Sin was bound upon him, and the Key ſhut the 
Door of Holy Communion againft him; and ſo did Paul 

'3 Tim, i. 20, caſt others out of the Houſe. Eh | 

Q. 34. Are there divers Keys deliver'd by Chrifl ? | 
A. It is commonly ſaid ſo; A Xey of Dottrine that opens 
the Door, to invite all in; and 4 Key of Order and Diſci- 
plinez which puts a Difference among them that ſeem 


willing to .enter in, or excludes ſuch as prove unworthy | 


to ſtay within. | 

. 35. To whom are the Keys committed? | 

- Doubtleſs to ſome Servants of the Houſe that 
can wiſely and rightly uſe them in Ruling the Houſe 
well: Every Child in a Houſe never us'd to he trufted 
with ics Keys; nor did Chrift deliver His Keys but 
to ſuch as cou'd judge of the Affairs of his Houſe; who 
are worthy, or unworthy to be let in, kept in, or caft 
out Some muft ſo judge of what is neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve the Purity and Peace of that Society which Chrift 
has founded. | es a, 

Q. 36. And who are thoſe diſcerning Fudges ? 


7 


A. It ſeeins very natural to underftand that principally 


Rev, ii. 2. of the faichful Elders, or Officers in the Church, ordain'd 
John XX, 22, to rule in the Houſe; tho? this their Power is but Mini- 
23. ſterial in Applying Chriſt's Laws, or Judging thereby; 
x Tim. v. 17, and is not thus much imply'd in the very Names of El- 
22, 24. ders, Paſlors, Overſeers, Kulers, Stewards, &c. as Jo ſeph 
Gen. Kli. 40. was ſet over Pharaob's Houſe. If Miniſters were only 
co teach, why have they allo ſo many other Names, 

Acts xx. 28. as Overſeers to take heed to the Flock committed to their 

1 Cor. xii. 28. Charge? And why is Ruling made a diftint Work from 
Heb. xiii, 7, Labouring in the Word And ſome are expreſly call'd 
17. 5 | NL e Govern® 
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ments, and all in the Houſe are expreſly charg'd to obey 
them; if Chriſt made them Rulers, Men cannot unmake 
them : Such as theſe, therefore, maſt bear the Keys, but 
uſe them in Admiſſions till with the Vote, or Conlent of 

the Church, Oc. 
Q. 37. Over wbon then do the Taſtors rule? | 
A. Only oyer them that conſent to be rul'd by the 

Word, or profeſs to obey it, and were let into God's 

Hoyle upon theirPromiſe to walk orderly there; on that 

Condicion they muſt ftand, or continue in that Commu- 

nion, z. e. while it is good for themſelves, and for the So- 
cCiety; There is no Senſe nor Reaſon, that any ſhou'd en- 
Joy Liberties andPriviledges in the Houſe or Kingdom of 
Chriſt, who deſpiſe its Laws, or who get Hurt to them- 
ſelves, and do Hurt to others ; No Society can preſerye 
itſelf without a Power exercis'd to reſtrain, and caſt out 
ſuch 2 But Miniſters have no ſuch Rule or Watch over 
others, who are no Members of the Church, only may in- 
vite all to repent, and come in to Chriſt, 

Q. 38. If Men are convinc'd, and do believe in Chriſt, is it 
then left to their Pleaſure, whether they will come in, and ſub- 
mit to the Orders of His Houſe? 

A. No ſure: If they receiye Chriſt at all, they muſt 2 
own, and honour Him, both as Lord, and Saviour, they Mat. xxviii. 
muſt profeſs, and own their Faith in Him, ſubmit to His 19, 20, 
Ordinances, and aſſemhle with His Diſciples, ſolemnly to 
worſhip Him, and ſeeking their own ſpiritual Edification 
by a due Attending on all His Orders and Ordinances, 
which cannot be, but under the Inſpe&ion of His Oth- 
cers, therefore, it is utterly irregular, and unwarrantable Rom. x. fo. 
for any Diſciples of Chriſt, not to own and avow the Chri- Acts XX1, 2 4. 
ſtian Religion, nor be join'd to any Church: Every Few Mat. xi. 32, 
was to walk orderly, and keep the Law, and ſure, the 
Chriftians are not to be more unruly. 

Q. 39. Who then may be admitted, or openly own'd as Mem- 
bers of 4 particular Church ? | | „ 

A, All who being devoted to God in Baptiſm, do cre- Acts ii 47. 
| dibly profeſs to ſtand to, and renew that Covenant, un- Col. il. Ge 
derſtanding, and ſeriouſly chooſing the Way of Salyation ; 

— the Maſter receives ſuch, and we may not refuſe 

em. 

Q. H. What Terms of Communion bas our Lord fix d for uu? 

A. No other but thoſe in Mat. 28. 19, 20. that being 
made Diſciples, by the Word preached, and thereupon 
baptiz d, we then be ready to do what ever more Chriſt 5 
bath commanded us, our great King and judge muſt ſettle t r. vii. 23. 
the Terms of Life and Dzath; and ſo alſo the Terms of Gal. v. Is 
| Communion ; No Man may require of us what Chrift 
requires not, in Order to * enjoying the a ok 
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His Houle and Ordinances: Accordingly, it any deſire to 

1 Cor. v. It. come in, who are not viſible Saints, i. e. who are not of 

— V1. Io. found Minds, uncorrupted Faith, or good Converſation, 

3 they muſt be kept back *cill their vitible Reformation; 

Tit. ii. 10,17, oy ſuch do not hold the Head, but violate their Baptiſmal 

| onds. f | 

Q. 41. When credible Profeſſors ſeek Admiſſion, may it be 

requir'd of them to relate God's Mork of Grace on their Hearts? 

A. It is one Thing to ſay, what may be requir'd as ne- 

ceſſary, which all muſt ſuhmit to; and another Thing, 

; what may be expedient and uſeful, and ſo expect ed of ſome z 

Pſal. IX vi. 16. this Practice, which ſome Churches call Relation, has t 
Heb, ii. 12. been, and may be of good Uſe, when ſeaſonably made, 

and Admiſhon may be one fi: Seaſon, and Occaſion of : 

a 


confeſſing, or relating God's Work for Edification, and 
Comfort of others; and ſo much muſt appear, as may di- 
rect a Church in judging of the Propoſal made: But as 
to a particular Relation, it ſeems not ſafe to make that a 
Term of Communion; we all agree, that Regeneration is 
_neceflary to Communion with God, and to Salvation; 
but Claimants may impoſe on Minifters and Churches 
in declaring ſuch a Work, and it may really be where]? 
no plautible Declaration can, or will be madez nor is it 
| . credible, that the Apoftles did curiouſly ſearch, and. 
Acts ii. 41. judge of Mens Spirits, when they admitted Three Thou- 
... fand in a Day: We, therefore, mutt by a ſurer Rule, 
Levit. xiii. ſeparate the Precious from the Vile, as the Prieſts judg'd | 
of Lepers. 
Q. 42. Hat Covenant # that which a Church-Membey C 
enters into? 
A. Only God's Covenant, or to walk in all His Com- Ic 
t , mandments with that particular Church at preſent, which |: 
2 Cor. viii. 5. admits him, and ſeek the Peace and Edification of that f 
Iſa. Ivi. 5, 6. Church, and ſubmit to Chriſt's Diſcipline in it: But it x 
Sal. vi. 6. is imply'd concerning all that ſeek ſpiritual Things, that | 
x Cor. ix. 7, as God has bleſs them in Temporals, they will propor- fe 
„ tionably aſſiſt to maintain His Ordinances, and ſerve the 
Acts V1 5. Church in any Office they may be capable of, and calb'd . 
to, „ | 
Q. 43. Is the Perſon admitted, a Member only of that Church? C | 
A. Every one's ordinary Commuriion muſt be in ſome h 
certain Place, elſe the Ends of Diſcipline cannot be at-. 
tained; but a profeſſing Believer thus receiv'd in one 
Church, becomes a Member of the Body of Chriſt; ſo 
if God's Providence removes him nearer to anotherf® 
Church, he ought to be welcom'd there, bringing due 1 
Teſtimony of his Character and Behaviour; he enter'd h 
at a certain Door, but it was into the Houſe of Gode, h 
Q: 44 Nats the due Bebaviour of Chriſtians in Churches? 
e , "oy HP 


| 


bs 


— 


— MB 


3 
Ai. Only to clave to the Lord with Purpoſe of Heart, Acts xi. 23. 
and to pay Him their Vows, or, as they live in the Spi- Gal. v. 25. 
rit, to walk in the Spirit, in faithful Subjection to the Heb. xiii. 17. 
great Shepherd, and in mutual Love and Care 2 Cor. xiii.1 1. 
Q. 45. How ſhould Chriſtians in Fellowſhip expreſs tbeiri Cor. xii. 25. 
mutual Love? Heb. ili. 13. 
A 1. They ſhou'd quicken each other duly to attend —--x. 22, 25. 
all Chrift's Ordinances in holy Aſſemblies. Rom, xii. 10, 

2. They ſhou'd readily condeſcend to all Offices of 1C, 

mutual Service, Fpheſe v. 21. | Pet. v. 5. 
3. They ſhou'd pity, and ſuccour one another in all Gal. vi. 1, 2, 
their Iafir mities and Temptations, maintain each other's I Pet. ii. 7. 
good Name againft Back- biters and flanderous Accuſers; Mat. ix. 50. 
preſerve Peace and Concord, by mutual Forbearance, 1 Cor. xiii. 6, 
and candid Interpretation of Words and Actions. 1 

4+ What God intruſts them with, they ſhou'd commu- I Pet. iv. 10. 
nicate for the Good of the Church, both their ſpiritual 2 Cor, viii. 2, 
Gifts regularly for Edification, and their worldly Goods, 7. 
cheartully joining in all good Endeavours to promote the Atts iv, 32. 
Honour of Chriſt, and the Intereſt of truc Religion in Rom. xv. 30. 
the World, and to cheriſh every good Work. —— Xvi. , 

Q. 46, How ſhould the Miniſters promote ſuch Conver- 2, 3, 4. 
ſation? : Phil. iv. 3. 
| Ae 1. By giving good Example, as Chriſt did, John —— iii. 17. 
xili. 15. | „ oy Win 
2. By prudent, affectionate Admonitions. | 3. 0 
3. By confirming their Souls in Faith and Holineſ, 1 Theſ. ii, 11. 
by a ſuitable Application of the Promiſes of the New . 
Covenant, for their Encouragement and Aſſurance: Acts xiv. 22, 
Some Pioteſtants make a diſtinct Work of Miniſterial 23. 195 
Confirmation, and Abſolution of Believers, for ſtrengthen- —XV, 32. 
ting their Faith and Hope: This we do more lately en- 

dea vour to do, in a wary diſpenſing of both Sacraments 
tf the Goſpel, by which the Spirit of Adoption ulually Acts ii. 47. 

_ (ſeals the Faithful to Salvation. Epheſ. i. 13, 

Q. 47. If Chureh- Members will not keep in Chriſt's Ways, 14. 1 
bus fall from their Duty, what Diſcipline is there for them? _ 

A. The Elders, or others that lee them ſtray, muſt 1 Theſ. v. 12, 
->[arſt try to recover and reſtore them by mildeft Admo- 14, 
.Þitions; every Chriftian in his Piace owes this Duty to ITim. v. 29, 
t. is Brother ſinning, James v. 19. Levit. xix. 17, when Heb. xii, 12, 

a Soul is in Danger, no one may ſay, Am / my Brother's 15, 

eeper ? but the State of Mankind ever was, and will be 
r uch, that many Chriſtians, being weak, low, and poor, 
jepill not think themſelves fit to ipeak to Superiours of Col. 1 28. 

4 eir Faults; ſo that this Work will moftly fall upon 1 Pet. v. 2. 
ne Overſeers, or Watchmen, to warn, or reprove, as 1 Cor. v. at, 
5 hey ſee, or hear there is Occation; To this Ead, fa ith- 
rh Shepherds viſit their Flocks, Exekie} xxxili. 6, 7. 
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Need be much in their Studies at home, a Thouſand 
Offences may fall out, without the careful Obſeryation, 
and Applications of the other Elders. 


Q. 48. Vben the more private Methods to cure Offences do 
not ſucceed, what then remains ? 


Method to proceed, the Reprover muft ſtrengthen his 
Attempt, by ſome fit Companion to aſſiſt him; be loth, 
and ſlow to expoſe the Offender to the Church, yet that 
alſo muſt be done, when no leſs avails and if he bears 
1 Cor. v. 11s not the Church, and ſubmits not to the Word, then the 
incurable Member muft be cut off from the Body, or, 
the Troubler of the Church caft out of it, as one un- 
worthy to enjoy the Priviledges of holy Society. 
* Qi. 49. For what Crimes may one be Excommunicated? 
Rom. xv. , 2. 4. Not for ſmall Errors, or any light Cauſes, nor 
Cor. v. 6, 1. while the Offender gives Hope of Repentance; but for 
X Tim. i. 20. more ſcandalous Sins, or groſs Wickedneſs, and Obſti- 
Titus ii. 10, nacy therein or, for Damnable Hereſies, and Apoſtacy 
11. from the Faith, and for diſtracting the Church by wic- 
Rom. xvi. 17. ked Schiſms, and corrupting others by iil Example, 
2 Theſ. ili. C6, 14. 1 
Q. 50. Is Excommunicat ion ayy more than to de bar an 
| Offender from the Lord's Table? | 


A. That being one of the higheſt Priviledges of | 


Chrift's Family, it is very reaſonable firſt to deny that 
x Cor. v. 2.to the unworthy, and Church-Cenſure uſually begins 
Gal. v. 12, there But at laſt, it cuts off the Offenders from all 


—— 2c 2. Benefits of ſacred Society, and from Intereſt in paſtoral. 


Care. | 


Q. 51. In what Method are the incorrigible to be caſt 


out? 

A. Not in Haſt, and Fury, but after all Means of 
healing prove fruitleſs, then the Church offended ſets 
apart a Day of Humiliation and Prayer, on which they 
bewai), that Satan making an Inroad, bath by Sin, pre- 


vail*d againſt ſuch a Soul, pray God to ſtop the Plague, 


return in Mercy, and bleſs this extream Severity to 


gracious Purpoſes, and to continue his Favour in pre-| 


ſerving andedifying the reſt of the Flock, and all other 
Churches. < 
Q. 52, What are the great Ends of Excommunication ? 
Pſal.xv. 15 2. A. 1. To vindicate the holy Name of God and Reli 
2 Pet. ii. 2. gion among Men, by an open Teſtimony againſt Sins 


Chap. xxxiv. 16. but while Paſtors are few, and had 


A. Our Saviour directs the moſt natural and hopeful 


1 Cor. v. 5,6. that bring an ill Report on God's holy Ways; The 

Jude xx111«12 Houſe of Grace is no Sanctuary for the Licentious. 

15. 2. To awaken the Church to more Watchfulneſs. 

Rev. xxii. 15. 3. If poſſible, to ſave the Offender with Fear, o* ry 
| trig 


— — 
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| ſure: 


municated? 


the Name of the Lord Jeſus to his former Liberty in li. 6, 
the Church; and all ſhe does, 


no Dependance on him, nor will be directed, or controul'd 
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fright him to ſeek Refuge in the Day of eternal Judgs | 3 
ment. | Lei eng 

4. To alarm all what to expect of God, if they dare 
to continue in their Sins, Pſal. i. 5. 1 Pet. iv. 12, 18. 
53+ Shou'd any outward Puniſhment follow the Cen- 


A. Not any, by Virtue of the Cenſure, which is > 
purely a ſpiritual Judgment for ſpiritual Ends 3 and ne- | 
ver to be proftituced to worldly: Purpoſes, by making 1 
the Excommunicated ſuffer in their Civil Rights: The 
Church only ſhuts up ſuch an one as a Leper, to bring | 
him to reſent his ſad Caſe, but the ſame Crimes which 4 
the Church thus cenſures, may alſo be puniſhable by the 
Laws of the Land, and not by the Reaſon of the Ex- 
communication. | | 


Q. 54. Hus the Church any more to do with the Excom · 


A. No, not as before; ſhe now conſiders him as a 
Stranger, or a Heathen, yet in Compaſſion may ſtill 2 Thef.iii. 14. 
occaſionally warn him. And in Caſe God bleſs this Ter- Ads viii. 22. 
rour to regain him, then upon his evident Repentance, 
freely to abſolve him, to forgive, and reftore him in , Cor. 


is in a Spirit of tender e; 
Love, as our Saviour did. | 2 XIX. Gl. 
. 55, May not Church-Diſcipline be better excercis'd in! 

the Con forming Church? 

A. They beſt know what they can do, but we ſee 
what # done hitherto, Diſcipline is quite taken from 
the Parochial Paſtor, and claim'd as peculiar to the Af, 
yet, as the Caſe ſtands, the moſt faithful Biſhop can do 
little in, or by his own Conrts. They are manag'd by 
Officers utterly unknown in Scripture, and judge Cauſes. 
in another Manner, and by other Canons, and to other 
Ends: And tho' they do all in the Biſhop's Name, have 


by him, as a preſent Biſhop has ſhewn us in the Life of Ex- 
cellent Biſhop Bedell. Experience aſſures us, that no true 
Diſcipline and Reformation can be expected that Way. 

Q. 56. But, can the Difſente1s pretend to do more? 
A. Truly, under ſo mary Diſadvantages we can do 
little; yet, as our Churches conſiſt of voluntary Mem- 
bers, who uſually promiſe us to bear Chriſt's Voak, or ſub- 
mit to his Diſcipline, had we but ſuitable Zeal, and all 
due Officers reſtored, ſome Good might be done, to pre- 
ſerve exemplary Piety, Purity, and Order. | 

Q.: 57. What Benefit might be boped by reſtoring an boly 
Diſcipline in th: Church ? 

A, All the Good that any other Society, Nation, Ci- 


ty. 
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ty, or Family have, by a wiſe art juſt Government: 
Diſcipline is the Incloſure of God's Garden, and by his 
Blethng, might preſerve Truth, Holineſs, and Peace, 
prevent ſcandalous Diſorders, and Prophanation of Or- _ 
dinances, or timely apply fit Remedies of ſuch Diſcaſesy .. * 
ſo that the Honour and Majeſty of Religion wou'd be 
maintain'd, Churches wou'd be pure Habitagions for 
God, and gain Credit in the World, and wou d be edi- 
fy'd, multiply, and continu'd, 5 

Q. 53. But what if holy Diſcipline be ſtill neglected? 

A. Diſorders and Offences will encreaſe, the Upright 
will be diſcourag'd, or endang-r'd; Churches will grow 
more fickly, and worldly 3 Strangers will be hardned in 
Infidelity, and Prejudice againſt Religion: Foxes will 
ſpoil the V ines, the holy jealous God will be provok'd to 
ſorſake his Houſe of Prayer, when 'tis become a Den of 
Thieves; He will remove his Candleftick, or ſend down 
his Judgments 3 and e'er long, Satan will be enthron'd 
again, as in the Old Antichriftian State. 


Ter. 1 Q 59. What mu$ be done to prevent all this? 


A. There is but one Way, and *tis infallibly good. _ 
1. We muſt all be bumbled for our Backilidings, we 


Rev. ii. 5. muſt be zealous, and repent. | 


 Nehe. ix. 38. 
—. 29. 


* We. mult renew our Covenant with God, to be 
more heartily the Lord's, and walk in his Houſe, ſo as 
to honour his Name Wes and Grace; and not delay 


to pay ſluch Vous. 
3. We muſt pray more 


ervently for God's effectual 
Preſence with us. | 


Heb. x. 24, ., We muſt ſtir up one another to Love, and good 
++. ** Worn | 


Thus the Church of Chriſt wou'd recover it's Beauty 
and Glory z many wou'd be allur'd and added thereto, 
re penting, that they were ſo long eſtranged from that 
bleſſed Society, and rejoycing, that at length they found 


Pal. xxi3. 6, Grace to diſcern the Way to Sion, and reſolving, by 
w— XX Vi. 45 5. Grace, to dwell in God's Houle for ever, and to walk 


worthy of their high Calling. 


Gal. vi. 16. As many 4s walk according 10 * 
4 this Rule, Peace be 08 them, and Mercy, and 


Phil. iii. 15, 16. in any Thing ye be ethers 


wife minded, God. ſhall reveal even this unto 
you; ne uertbele s, whereto we have already 
attained, let us wall by the ſame Rule, let us 
wind the ſame Thins, g. 
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